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ISTLE'TO THE 


READER. 


O feede thy fancy with friuolous 
Fables, Gentle Reader, (as. to 
tell thee of drowſic Endimion, 


| WE {| perpetual: or Epimenides,who 

= 4=(E in ſeeking his Fathers ſheepe, 
—Y = ES || tooke a nappe of worry and ſeuen 
yeares long, or thoſe ſeuen ſup- 
£5 —— Saints, whom the golden Logend reporteth to 
fHaue ſlept two hundreth yeares and odde) js no parte 
ofmy purpaſe. But rather as one in griefe of conſci- 
ence, fx the zeale ofmy God, what in mee lyeth, to 
wake and ſtir vp thoſe wicked and ſinnefull luggards, 
whom the curſed ſerpent in Paradiſe, aboue fiue thou- 
ſand fiue hundred ſixty and two yeares paſt, applying 
not the ſinne of the ſea-Calfe to their heades, but that 
inchanted apple ofperdition to their hearts, hath ſo ve- 

nemouſly infected with contagious poiſon of iniquity, 

and lulled ſo ſoundly a ſleepe in the careleſſe co of 
ſecurity : that neyther the golden belles of Aaron, the 

' thundering trumpe of Eſay, the well tuned Cymbals of 
Dauid, the pleaſant harmony of the Euangeliſts, nor 
the ſweet comfortable pipe of Chriſt himſelfe, coulde 
once asyet allure them to repentance and amendment 
of life : truſting that God by this my plame rough ſum- 
mons, penned without feare or flattery, ſhall now in 
the dawning of the day, ring ſuch a peale at the dore 
of their — as all either moue them at length 
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who deſired of Iupiter, to ſſeepe 
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TO-THE-READER. | 
to loue him in his mercies,prouokethem to feare him in 


* his iuſtice, or leaue them vnexcuſable in the day of ven- 
11 geance. But of all the ſinnefull crue of napping ſleepers 
; | in generall, is lately reuealed vnto vs, one notable and 5 


peſtiferous ſect eſpeciall: maſt odious to God, grieuous 

to his Church, dangerous to the State, and noylome to | 

| the common- wealth, of whom the holy Ghoſt by the 1 
5 penne of the Apoſtles, hath moſt louingly forwarned 
| 1. Tim. . 3. Vs? decyphering them in their colours, with titles cor- 
1. Tim. 4. 4. reſpondent to their manners: as couetous boſters, diſ- 

lud. 16.18.19. dainefull mockers, falſe accuſers, murmuring complai- 

q 3.Cor.11.13. ners, diſſembling hypocrites, Authors of ſects, and de- 
f Aporiras \ * ſpiſersof ee hauing a ſunilitude of godlineſſe, 
bdaut haue denied the power thereof, in whom Sathan ; 

hath tranſformed himſelf into an Angell of light, whoſe 4 
reſtles rage doth manifeſtly ſhew the ruine of his king- : 
dome at 1 Theſe vnder a colour and ſhadow of 1 
1 religion, are ſo vehemently ſer on fire, ro ſhake off 
the yoake of obedience, and ſeeke innouation, as no- 
thing is thought tollerable, but what they like: and 1 

| what they allow muſt onely ſtand for law: wherby the 


Church is torne in peeces, authority contemned, vice 
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aduanced, vertue negleQed, and all men in opinion, ; 
wonderfully diſtracted. Looke where they do loath, ; 
euery mite is made a monſter : euery gnat, a cammell: : 


and euery trifle a treſpaſſe, which muſt bee curiouſly - 
ripped vp, and made open to the view of the world. But ; 
where they like, mountaines are no moates, nor beames . 
no blemiſhes : loue muſt couer the multitude of ſinnes, i 
and all things ſmothered vp with a ſhew of holineſle , 
The Prelates Their pretence (as their Captaine ſaith) is to marre the 
by 8 Prelates, the ancient graue Paſtors, reuerend Fathers, 
eg and chiefe pillars of our Church: the middle corde of 
"  thatthreefolde cable, the onely anker, ſtaffe, and ſtay 

of our common wealth: much like thoſe rauenin 

Wolues, Which by no meanes would enter league wit 


the 1 
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commaund, obediently to honour the Prince, and re- 


TO THE READER. 
the poore ſheepe, vnleſſe their Maſtiffes (whom they The Potentate 
feared) were defiuered vnto them: but dangerous was f _ and 
that peace, and ſimple were thoſe ſheepe, to yeeld their es > 
dogges to ſuch as ſought to prey vpon their carkaſſe. Act. 20.29, 30 
They reſemble in diuers pointes that notable and pre- 

ſumptuous crue of rebels, Iacke Straw and his feltows, 

who being diueliſnly incenſed with mutation, pre- 

tending a cauſe of liberty, ſtirred vp ſuch trouble and 

ciuill diſſention in this land, as nothing could appeaſe, 

vnleſſe the King would grant to put downe all the No- 

bles and Prelates, reſeruing onely a few to bee of his Richard the 
Councell, and the raſcall rabble of begging Friers, to ſecond. 

liue of the peoples deuotion: much like the Prelacie, 

which theſs new deuiſing Church-Founders are now ſo | 
deſirous to haue eltablilfied who muſt be no Biſhops 4 
to beare the ſtate and title of honour, but ſuperinten- 

dents to controll Princes: no beneficed men, & why 2 — 
becauſe it bringeth a charge, as fruits, tenthes, and 

ſubſidies to bis Maieſties coffers, hoſpitality to their 

neighbours, and generall reliefe to the poore: but muſt 

liue popularly with their feet vnder other niens tables, 

and their tongues tied to other mens purſes. But Iacke 

Straw was taught to know how horrible a thing it was , f _ 
once to lift vp eyther hand, tongue, or heart againſt the pfal. 105. : 5. 
Lords annointed, or doe his Prophets any harme, by Rom. 13.1. 2. 5. 
ſheathing the Maior of London his dagger in his bo- I. Pet. 2 13-14 
ſome. So would theſe be learned to vnderſtand, that 3.91.1. 


the word of God doth teach, and our Engliſh lawes go 1707 
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uerence the Prelate. To conclude (gentle Reader) I 
craue onely thy friendly cenſure without partiality, not 
forgetting the good Hermit, who hauing three of his 
friendes come to viſite him, for want of better dainties 
to entertaine them, beſtowed on euery of them an old 
Apple, halfe putrified with ſpots. The firſt friend, to 
ſhew his affection, deuoured his Apple heartily, ſound 

| 3 and 


TO THE READER, 
and rotten, together as it was, The ſecond, mote nice 
then wiſe, becauſe his was ſported in part, diſdainefully 
threw away the whole, The third, making choiſe of 


the beſt, rcie&ed onely the reſt. So doe Ewiſh thee, 


not with the firſt friend, to deuoure the badde 
with the good: neither with the ſecond, to 
cCaſt away that is 3 , becauſe of ſome 
bad, but with the third, to accept 
and vſe that is wholeſome, and 
refuſe that is loathſome. 


Vale in Chriſto. 
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000000y T2 -Fter that the Apoſtle 
Saint Paul hadtaught 
esche Romanes many 
notable leſſons and 


them to repentance t 

- >-* amendment of life, hee 
taketh occaſion to ſpeake of time, of lleepe, of light, and 
of darkeneſſe. And that conſidering the ſeaſon, (fapth 
hee) that it is now time, that wee ſhould wake from 


ſleepe: foꝛ now is our ſaluation neerer then when we | 


beleeued. The night is paſt, and the day is at hand: let 
vs therefoꝛe caſt away the wozks of darkeneſſe, and 
put on the armoꝛ of light, xc. 

This woꝛd dormire to ſlepe, in ſome places of the 
holy Scriptures, is taken fo2 requieſcere, to reſt: as 
our Dauiour Chꝛiſt came to his Diſciples and found 
them a ſleepe: Chꝛiſt himſelfe ſlept in the ſterne of the 
chip, and Peter ſlept betweene two Souldiers, Again, 
in ſome places, it is taken to ſleepe in ſepulchro, the 
graue: as Dauid and Salomon flept with their — 
thers 
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2 ASVMMONS FOR SLEEPERS. 


thers: Behold,ſapth Iob, Jmuſt ſleepe in the duff : 
and Saint Paul ſapth, The faithfull that are deade, 
are len alleepe in Chꝛiſt. But that fleepe which the 
Apoſtte doth here ſpeake of, is to lleepe in ignoꝛance, 
darkeneſle and ſinne. The wap of the vngodly is cal⸗ 
led darkenelle, and ſhadow ol death. To wake vp this 
kind of ſleepers, and rebuke the woꝛld of ſinne, is my 
chiefe intent, and purpoſe in this booke. Which is, no 
doubt, a thankleſſe office, and à very vnthꝛifty occupa⸗ 
tion: veritas odiumparit, truth neuer gocth without 
a ſcrateht face: he that will bee buſie with væ vobis , 
let him tooke ſhoꝛtly foꝛ coram nobis. So Jong-as Mi- 
cheas pꝛopheſied victoꝛy againſt the Adyꝛians, he was 
a trim Pꝛophet: but after, when he told them the con⸗ 
trary, they had him in great diſvaine.When onf Da⸗ 
utour Chꝛiſt fed the people, they would haus madehtn 
a hing: but after, when he beg to rebuke torte n 
tie manners, they deũred to haue him crucified : eden 
ſo in theſe dayes, our dainty eares can hardly abide to 


heare our vices touchen: Much ltke the fooliſh Alle, 


that when he is a loading, ſtandeth ſtocke ſtill, but in 


taking the load off his backe, doth pearke out hehinde. 


It may aptly be ſaw vnto our people, as Martial! the 
Poet (aid once to his friends: My friends (ſaith hee 
pou will umbolden me to ſpeak the truth, and the tru 
is this, that you cannot abide to heare the truth. Mer 
therefoꝛe that will vtter his conſcience without feare 
o2 flattery, ſhall hardly eſcape without imminent dan- 
ger. Notwithſtanding, how odious e deſpiſed ſoeuer 
Gods P2ophets ſhall ſeeme to the eyes of the woꝛld, 
they muſtnot be afraid to ſpeake the truth, and to beat 
downe the infection of ſinne and wickednefſe. Pow 
dangerous ſoeuer it be foꝛ Lot to repꝛoue the filthines 
of the Sodomites, pet muſt hee not ceaſe to ſap vnto 
them: J pꝛay you my bꝛethꝛen doe not ſo wickedlp. 
Though it coſt Iohn Baptiſt his head, yet muſt hes not 
fozbeare to ſap vnto Herod: It is not lawfull foz the 
| to 


2 N r e 
4 * * oP e 8 NN 5 N 5 
e eee eee SO LINER 


A SVMMONS FOR SLEEPERS. 3 
to haue thybzother Philips wife. Though Nathans 


meſſage {ceme neuer ſo perillous, yet muſt hee not bee 25 
afraid to ſay vnto Dauid, Thou art the man, it is thou Neg. rz. 
that haſt vone this deede. Elias muſt not be afraide to _ , 
ſay vnto Achab, It is thou and thy fathers houſe that; inge. 
hath bꝛought this plague vpon Aſrael. Ionas muſf 
not refuſe to cry out in the fireetes of Niniuic : Pet re- 
mapneth foꝛty dayes, and Niniuie ſhall bee deſtroyed. 
Our Sauiour Chzilt ſent foꝛth his Diſciples as ſherp Mat. 10. 
amongſt Wolues ; J haue giuen thee a face of bꝛaſſe, czech ;. 

as hard as a ſlint ſtone, that thou ſhalt not be afraide 

to tell my people their ſinnes and offences, ſaieth the 

Loꝛd. As Chaiſt himſelfe tooke all our ſinnes vpon 

him, ſo ought euery good chꝛiſtian to take the iniuries 

done to Chꝛziſt as his owne. The Loꝛd hateth as Prou- ry. 
well him, that iuſtifieth the vngodly, as hee that con- Plal. 139 
demneth the innocent. O Loꝛd (ſapth Dauid) IJ haue | 
alwapyes hated thoſe that loue not the, and beene a 

ſtranger to thoſe that haue foꝛſaken thy law. Amicum 

eſſe licet, (ſaieth the Philoſopher) ſed vſque ad Aras. He that is not 
Dauid would haue no friends, but thoſe that were ee ee 
Gods friends, noꝛ enemies, but thoſe that were Gods our Sauicur. 
enemies: and he that will beare with the vice of his 

dearcft friends, wherein God is offended, is vnwoꝛ⸗ 

thy the name ofa Chꝛiſtian. And he that rebuketh vi⸗ 

ces where amendment doth follow, killeth the ſinner 

that man hath made, and ſaueth the man whom God 

hath made. Wee reade in the Goſpell of cextaine peo- - 

ple that were -polleſſed with Diels, which Thu Mat. 16.9. 
himſelfe did caſt out, and gaue power to his Diſciples 51a. 10. 1. 
to doe the like, But J thinke in no age from the be: Luke 4. 36. 
ginning, was there euer ſo many poſſeſſed with diue⸗ Lal. 5. f 

lich ſpirits, as in theſe aur miſerable dayes. In olde 

time, Agar was moze fruitfull then Sara: and in our 

time the Church is ſo barren, and the wozld ſo fruite⸗ 

full ta bzing fozth huge ſwarms of wicked impes, that 

hard it is to finde one coꝛner, calling, oꝛ kinde of life 
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4 A SVMMONS FOR SLEEPERS. 
without them. Wee reade of ſeauen pꝛincipall, o: 
captame Dinels, who haue alwapes bone a great 
ſwap amongſt men. The firft, called Lucifer, the di⸗ 
uell of pꝛide and pꝛeſumption. The ſecond,Belzcbub 


the Lb2d of enuie and malice: The third, Sathan, the 


maſter of w2ath and diſdaine ; The fourth, Abadan , 
the patrone of ſloth and wleneſſe: The fifth, Mam- 
mon, the father of couetouſneſſe and ſnudgery: The 


- fixth, Belphegor,the god of gluttony and dꝛunkennes: 
and the ſeuenth , Aimodius, the ruler of Lecherpand 


Luke 13. 3. 


Whozdome. And whoſoeuer is infected with any of 
the ſaid vices, bee ſure he is poſſeſſed with a greate 
Captaine Diuell, which muſt ofneceſſity be caſt out, 
oꝛ elſe of foꝛce the man muſt periſh. And ſurely, the 
Clergy ot long time haue beene very carefull and di⸗ 
ligent in diſcharging their duety herein, ſo as the 
immoꝛtall ſ&de of the Goſpell, ſince the Apoſtles time 
was neuer moꝛe plentifully ſowne. Potwithſtanding 
the ſmall teſtimony of amendment declareth it to ber 
rather known then kept. The people ſolomngly linckt 
in league with the Diuell, their eares are ſo deafe, 
their ſences ſo dull, their willes fo obſtinate, and 
their hearts ſo barren, as they haue neither ſenſe to 
talte, ſtomackes to digeff, noꝛ hearts to crevite, except 
it feede their filthy infected humo2s. A thinke if the 
P2eachers ſhould goe in ſackcloth like Efay, oꝛ with 
pꝛons about their neckes like Ieremy, pet were there 
ſmall hope ot amendment. Ik thoſe god ancient Fa- 


thers, who complained ſogrienoufly of the wꝛetthed⸗ 


4 


neſle of their time, did fee the hozrible abuſes, and vile 
coꝛruptions of our age, they would wonder at our fol⸗ 
lv, and burſt out in teares at our miſery. Oꝛ if Saint 
Paul himſelfe were here now to ſc our pittileffe vates, 
when charity is gtowne ſo tolde, and humanity almoſt 
doꝛgotten, no doubt he would wonder, and lay: Sure⸗ 
v theſe people ate poſleſſed with diuels, they llerpe in 
ſinne, and it is high time to wake them. q 
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And firft,to begin with the great rich giants, and £1.34. 
couetous pꝛouling counozants of this land;abundance 
of wealth hath ſo bewitched their vnſatiable mindes 
and taken ſuch rooting in their flinty hearts: that ney- 
ther the feare of God, the infamy of the woꝛld, noꝛ hell Ea 5. 
mouth that gapes fo2 them, can once ſtanch their gree- 
dy deſires. There is ſuch ioyning of houſe to houſe , 
ground to ground, field to field, land to land, farme to 
farme, and liuing to liuing, to maintaine their pꝛoude 
backes, golden heades, and coſtly th2oates, ſtill ſcra- 
ping fo2 ſuperfluity, that the poꝛe cannot haue to aide 
neceſſity : the one wallowing in wealth, and floating 
in p2oſperity, the other wzeſtling with neede, and litze 
to ſinke in miſery. They haue power to get riches, po⸗ 
licy to keepe them, and time to polleſſe them, but want pen. 
hearts to vſe them: ſo as the moꝛe gods they haue, 
the moꝛe theydeſire, and leſſe god they doe. A number 
haue too much, but none haue inough: hauing ſo much 
doings, that they can doe nothing well. They ſwell Amos 4.1. 
with intollerable pꝛide and enuie, oppꝛelling their pox Mich. 2.1. 2. 
bꝛethꝛen, ſome by foꝛce like Lions, and ſome by fraud 
like foxes, ſo that if rich Achab begin once to frowne; 
all Meſtmimſter Pall and other places to helpe, can 
not keepe poze Naboth his vineyard. Again, they build 3. King. 21. 
great goꝛgeous houſes, as though they ſhould line foꝛ 
euer, and ſurfet with exceſſe of diet, as though they 
ſhould die to mozrow : being leſſe charitable then the 
diuell himſelfe, who deſired to haue ſtones turned in⸗ Mat. 4. 
to bꝛead: but they turne and conuert biete and bꝛead 
that was wont to feede the poꝛe, into ſtones & bꝛauerp, 


ſery- The ſeely wꝛetched ſoules may feed their eves 
with gazing, but their bellies may ſtarue fo2 fod. The 
gods of Chꝛiſtians by right ſhould bee pꝛiuate to no 
mans luſt, but common to euery mans need, accoꝛding 
to their ſtate and calling: but they are pꝛodigally ſpent 
in vaine pompe and ſuperfluity, and made intiüng 
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baites to v2aw men to fin at their pleaſure,and repent . 


at their leiſure.Vipocriſie and ſuperſtition did bleare 


the eyes of Papiſts: and ambition, and couetouſneſſe 
putteth out the epes of the Pꝛoteſtants. In times paſt 


he that held by violence that was not his owne., oz 
tonuerted other mens goods to his own vſe, oz ſought 
eyther by fraudulent oꝛ violent meanes to take away 


their lands oꝛ linings, was accounted a thiefe, and the 


lawes pꝛeſcribed ſeuerall puniſhments, and kindes of 
death, accoꝛding to the quality of the offence. But ik 
there were commiſſion granted at this dap, to hang vp 
al ſuch therues and robbers, I thinke we ſhould rather 
want gibhets then theeues to furnilh them. Theſe 
woꝛldlings (no doubt) are poſſeſſed with Mammon, 
that great Maſter diuell, they ſleepe in ſinne, and it is 


hie time to wake them. Either they thinke there is no 


God, oꝛ I muſt thinke they are no men. 

What mean vou, my Bꝛethꝛen and Countrunen 2 
will your couetous minds neuer bee ſatiſfied 2 Chꝛiſt 
bath redeemed you from the woꝛld: and will pou ſtill 
be partners with the diuell, in poſſeſſing the world: Jt 
will ſhoꝛtly palle away and periſh befoze your eyes: x 
will you make it pour God:? What mavdnes is it to 
repoſe your felicity in that which is nothing elſe but 
troubles to your bodies, diſquietneſſe to pour minds, 
cares to pour hearts, inticements of vice to pour chil⸗ 
dꝛen, ſeedes of enup to your neighbours, and octaſion 


to pour enemies Neuer got without trauell, kept 


without danger, noz left without griefe. Gold is cal- 
led the baite of ſinne, the ſnare of ſoules, and the hoke 
of death. It is aptly compared to a fire, whereok a lit⸗ 
tle is god to warme a man, but to much will burne 
him dp altogether. Couetoulneſle 1s called the roots 
of all euill: there is nothing wozſe then a couetous 
man (ſaith Ieſus Sirach, no amoze wicked thing then 
to loue money: foꝛ ſuch a one hath euen his ſoule to 
ſel. A couetous mans purſe is called the diuels 12. 

The 
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A SYMMONS FOR SLEEPERS. 7 
The chariot of touetouſneſſe is ſaid to bee carried of gart ard. 
foure wheeles of vices,churliſhnes, faint courage,con- 
1 tempt of God, e foꝛgetfulnes of death: it is dzawn by 
bi two hoꝛſes, called greedy to catch, and holdfaſt:the car- , 
ter that dꝛiueth it, deſire to haue, and the carter hath a 
whip, called loth to foꝛgo. 
If rich woꝛldlings would waigh with themſelues 
the great wealth they poſſeſſe,and the little good they 
doe withall: What intolerable euils thep haue com- 
5 mitted, and how much better they might haue done: 
* | how apt they are to offend, and how low to amend : 
. they would be aſhamed to liue and in great feare to die. 11 
£ It is hard (ſaith our Saviour) foz a rich man to Flach. 29.3. 
x enter into the kingdome of heauen: they are moze 
hardly conuerted vnto God then poze men, fo2 thꝛee 
cauſes. Firſt fo2 that pꝛide ts alwayes annered vnto 
riches. Secondly, the heart ofa rich man is choaked 
with woꝛldly cares. Thirdly, foꝛ as much as they are 
endued with tempoꝛall comfoꝛts, they haue ſmall re⸗ 
gard vnto ſpirituall conſolation. Moe bee vnto ſuch Ab 
greedy wozldlings, and fat bulles of Baſan, as co- Amos. 
uetouſly gather together euill gotten goods, that they 1b. 2x, 
may ſet vp their neſts on high, to ſcape from miſfoz- 7 Eſa. 34. 
tune: which wallow in wealth and p2oſperity like lere. 12. 
pampered oxen pꝛeſerued foz the dap of laughter, kicke 
at their duety, bꝛeake the hedge of their bounds, and 
run where they liſt : fo2 without ſpeedy repentance , | 
they hall ſhoztly bee turned into hell, and all the peo: 1: =: 
ple that foꝛget Gov. Woe be vnto the pꝛoud wealthy 
rulers in Sion, that ſit in the charre of wilfulnes, and 
lye vpon ſoft couches, and beddes of Juoꝛp, ſelling 
their birth-right with Eſau fo2 the pottage of pleaſure: > 
fo2 they ſhall be ſoꝛe puniſhed. Goe to now,you rich Wit 57-4 
woꝛldlings, and Rams of the flocke, which liue here in 1ccc.25.- 
pleaſure and wantonneſſe(ſaith the Apoſtle)Weepe x am. 5. 
howle foz the miſeries that ſhall come vpon you : foz 
the day is at hany, when you mult veeld account of e- 
W 3 uery 
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uery penny pou haue receiued,and were put in truff 
withall. When without ſpeedy repentance pour 
wealth and pꝛolperity ſhall be turned into ſ carſeneſſe 
and penury , pour toy and gladneſle into ſoꝛrow and 
heauines: your mirth and pleaſure into lamentation 


and mourning: pour peace and ſecurity into miſera⸗ 


ble calamity , and pour dainty diet into weeping, wai⸗ 
ling, and gnaſhing of teeth: fire and bꝛimſtone, ſtoꝛm 
and tempeſt, this ſhall be your poꝛtion to dꝛink. What 
pꝛofiteth a man to gaine the whole woꝛld, and pet loſs 
his owne ſoule. 

If a noble man ſending his ſeruant about his af- 
faires, ſhall tommit his money into his hands vpon 
truſt, with a tommandement in writing, how to lay 
it out, thus much vpon ſuch a thing, and thus much 
vpon ſuch; if that ſeruant when his maſter ſhall call 
him to account : ſhall ſay vnto him, thus much J ſpent 

vpon pompe, pꝛide and ſuperfluity,and thus much vp- 
on riot, whoꝛedome and vanity,ſo as I could ſpare lit- 
tic oꝛ nothing to beſtow as you tommanded:he would 
ſurely take that malepert fellow by the eares, thzuſt 
him out ok his leruice, and commit him to pziſon foz 
his ſawcines. Euen ſo hath God himſelfe, the Lozd 
of all Loꝛds, made and appointed rich woꝛldlings his 
ſcruants and ſtewards, tommitting his treaſure inta 
their hands vpon truſt, with a tommandement in wꝛi⸗ 
ting, to beſtow it in helping and relicuing his pooꝛe 
diſtreſſed child2en, whom he hath choſen to xeceiue the 
glad tidings or his Goſpell, and be heires of his king⸗ 
dome, whom he hath left here in his owne ſtead, to ſup⸗ 
ply his owne abſence, and whatſoeuer is done to them 
his pleaſure is to accept it, as done to himſelfe. It was 
pꝛomiſed Moſes foz a bleſſing, that the land where hee 
dwelt ſhould neuer be without poꝛe people. Hee that 
conſidereth the poꝛe and needy ſaith the Pſalmiſt, the 
L oꝛd ſhall deliner him in the time of trouble, but hee 


thathath has woz2lds good, and ſeeth his bzother — 
need, 
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A-SYMMONS FOR SLEEPERS. 9 
need, and ſhutteth vp his compaſſion from him, ſapeth 


canker of vſury , which hath bꝛought many an honeſt 
man to miſerp. It is the office and duety of a god chꝛi⸗ 
ſtian, whom God hath-inriched with plenty, to bee al⸗ 


wapes ready and willing either by liberall giuing, — 
cha- 


— : the Apoſfie,how dwelleth the loue of God m him? 
fe ® Be not deceived my bzethzen,God will nat be moc⸗ 7,1... 18. 
* 9 ked: as woꝛldly riches are Gods god bleſlings, to ſuch Galat 6.7. 
= 1 as can vſe them: ſo are thep his fearefull curſes to 
wy Z ſuch as abuſe them. Pou ought to ſpare neither gods 
7 3 no2 lands to maintaine the law of charity. Seing hee - 
we 3 that had hid his talent was caſt into vtter darkeneſſe , 
af ; no doubt ſuch wicked Stewards as doenot only ho2d 
ſe 2 vp, but alſo waſte, miſpend, and abuſe the Lozds Ta 
* lents,ſhallb&ſoze puniſhed. 
f Z ODiuesdiuesnon omni tempore viues, '- 
: 8 Fac bene dum viuis, poſt mortem viuere ſi vis, 
nm 5 Da tua, dum tua ſunt, poſt mortem tunc tua non ſunt, | 
0 2 He that ſtoppeth his eares from hearing the pooꝛe, 
il ſ(ſaith the Mile man, ſhall cry himſelf and not be heard. ,.,...,. 
if f It is true indeed that euery man ought to haue an 
5 bhonell care foꝛ his family: nature doth teach it, reaſon 
f doth perſwade it, the wozd of Goddoth allow it, and 
0 I he is wozſe then an Infidell that negleceth it: vet not |. 58. 
k = Ffo2ſuperfluity,but acco2ding to his ſtate and calling, 
to aide necellitp: and that after the rule of our Sa- 
: utour Chꝛiſt, firſt to ſecke the Kingdom of. God, and 
K then he will vieffe all his labours, and encreaſe his t - 33. 
ſfo2e,ſo as he ſhall alwayes haue ſuffictent ; it is not 
: abundance; but the Lo2vs bleſſings that maketh rich. p,,,... 
P2oſperity,ſat Salomon doth follow liberalitv, ſo pro 17 
: that he which is liberall to the poꝛe ſhall neuer want: Pro 28. 
and dayty experience teacheth, how God dooth com- 
; monly bleſſe the god houſe-keper with great plenty , Cor 880 
when hard patching pꝛowlers haue often ſuch ſcarũt v 
as all men wonder how the dinell they waſte it. 
s An other intollerable miſchiefe, is that incurable 
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charitable lending, to helpe, comfoꝛt and relieue his 
poꝛe ntedy neighbours in diſtreſſe. The law of na- 
ture doth teach it: the rule of charity doth will it: and 
Chꝛiſt himſelfe doth command it. Mhatſoeuer you 
would that men ſhould doe vnto pou, doe euen ſo vnto 
them, foꝛ that is the Law and the Prophets. If thy 
bꝛother be impoueriſhed and fallen in decay, thou ſhalt 
relieue him. Thou ſhalt open thy hand to thy poo2e 
bꝛother, and lend him ſufficient fo2 his need. From him 
that would boꝛrow, ſaith our Sauioꝛ Chꝛiſt, turne not 
away thy face. He that hath pitty on the poo2,ſaith Sa- 
lomon, he lendeth vnto the Loꝛd: and loke what hee 
layeth out, it ſhall be paid him again. Steing then, that 
God humnſelf the authoꝛ and giuer of all god bleſſings, 
and without whom not ſo much as a ſparrow falleth 
vpon the ground, whoſe pꝛomiſe is euer moſt certain 


and ſure, vea and Amen, Will be ſurety foz his pooꝛe 


afflicted members, and pay their debts to the vitermoſt 
farthing: Sure there is no honeſt nature, no2 true 


ſeare the Lord, Chziſlian heart, hauing any ſparke of grace, oꝛ feare of 


his word. 
Eccleſ. 2. 
Iam. 2. 16. 13. 


wilnormiſtrul God, knowing himſelfe to haue ſtoze to helpe his poꝛe 


needy neighbour in diſtreſle, that contrary to his owne 


conſciente, epther would oꝛ durſt ſo diſemble # mocke 


with his heauenlp Paieſtr, as to anſ were him with er⸗ 


9 3 > Biba! 


Exod. 22. 


Trouerb. 28. 


—— t charity are two ſpeciall fruits of faith and 
ek ld are tree gift © fauourable loue, two ſpeci- 
all fruits of loue and charity :and moſt certain tokens 
to know a pittifull chꝛiſtian from a cruell infidell, 

And as we are NoHimanded to lend, ſo are we to lend 
freely without, vſury ihqun ſhalt not oppꝛeſſe oꝛ bite 
thy bother with gaine or pſurp,fo2 that is not ta help 
22 relieue, but rather to umpoueriſh and vtterly vndoe 
them iEurſed be that lone that bzingeth boꝛrowing to 


begging. | 
An olddog e an hungry fleais ſaid to bite ſoꝛe, but y 


couctons vſurer _ ſozer:he p is catcht once in _ 
vins 
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toꝛments foz couetouſnes. So loathſome was that filthy 
4 bod 


vlurets bands is meh like a bird ſnarop in a lane buch f 

moze ſhe mmeſtles the faſter ſhe is. Cato being aſked what 

it is to lend vpon vſurp, anfwered, Quid hominẽoccidere⸗ 

S. Barnard would haue a man rather to da any ſlauerp, the Cicero off c. 
ſel his patrimonyiꝑet rather to ſel his patrimony than bg- ba. „, 
row vpan ſury : Sheyloſtome coupareth;@ſury to the b. Can ele. 
ſting ol an Alpe, whoſe benemous infection gaſting the sem 9. 
party into a pleaſant ſweet fleep,viſperſeth ſo into euer Chryſoſtome 
member of his bodv, that pzeſently he dieth: eygn ſo he „pon lat. z. 
bozrowing vpon vfury ſeemeth ſweet fo: the time hut in 

the end the venemaus infection therof Wil ſa ruß 77 

his dane, that all that ho hath den ne fe lu 

debt. a (et 3 -r in ado 

Theſe are the deuouring Caterpillars of the common 

wealth, whoſe. cares in reſpect-of any goodnes, axe as 

deafe as a doꝛe naile, their eies as blind as a beetle, their 

harts as hard as a flint ſtone, t᷑ their pouch as greedy as 

hell mouth. An vſurer is woꝛſe then Iudas, who after hee 

had ſold Chziſt but once, repented æ reſtoꝛed the money a 

gaine: but the vſurer ſelleth him in his members conti⸗ 

nually, pet neuer repenteth noꝛ reſtoꝛeth the money a⸗ 

gaine: he is compared to infectious leapers, vnmeet foꝛ 

any chziſti an aſſembly, oꝛ toa noyſome hog, foꝛ that he is 

neuer pꝛoũtable till he die, that his friends may ſtriue foꝛ 

his wealth, the wozms fo2 his carkas, t the diuels foꝛ his 

ſoule. Ne are taught in the holy ſcriptures to reieſt him 

that is an heretike, after the firſt a ſecondapmonition, as 

a firebꝛand of hell, knowing that ſuch a one is peruerted, . 
and ſeemeth euen damned in his own indgement. And fo2 

aſmuch as the pite of 1 is direitly againſt the com- 
mandement, a pet moſt wilſully x obſtinately is pzactiſed 

after ſo many a vehement admonitions, I think it verily n 


* 


in thoſe ſo oftẽ warned, a ſin againſt the holy Ghoſt which ar. 12.28. 
ſhall neuer be par doned, neither in this woꝛld, noz in the Mar. 3.29. 
would to come: but euen as Lucifer was caſt downe from 1. John, 5. 16. 
heauen into the hozrible dungeon of hell foꝛ pzide:ſo ſhall Pal.. 
they be caſt headlong down from the earth, to frie in hell 
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bꝛod in times paſt, that they were extommunitate as vn⸗ 
woꝛthy to come in any chꝛiſtian tongregation, noꝛ ſuffred 
to be buried in chꝛiſtian mans buriall : and if they fell in 
pouertp, it was not lawfull foꝛ any man to relene them, 5 
neyther might the iniſter in time of ſitknes reſoꝛt to ex⸗ Y 
hoꝛt them,bnt were ſuffred to die like dogs at they liued. Y 

Some thinke to qualifie the offence, bp taking ſomwhat 
lefſe then o2vinarp,but we map not ſeeme wiſer than the 
holy Ghoft:thereis no moꝛe meane in this vice, than is in 
theft, adultery and murther He that ſtealeth a pennp, is a 
thief, as wel as he who ſtraleth an hundꝛed poundthe that 
tommitteth foꝛnitation but once, is gmlty as well as hee 
who hath offended a dozen times: he that killeth but one 


man bꝛeaketh the law as wel as he who hath killed twen⸗ x 
ty: x he that taketh but a penny of gaine, is an vſurer, as 1 
well as he who takefh ten pound. Theugh the dogge bite 4 


ſo2er than the flea, vet the flea biteth. Adam thought it but 

a (mal offence to bite the apple, but he was baniſhed from 
Gods pꝛeſente foꝛ bꝛeaking his commandement. 3 
Some would cloak their vſury by fraudulent bargans A 
and lales: but though ſuch ſubtle woꝛldlings, void of all 3 

conſcience,charitp ⁊ feare of God, be neuer focrafty ⁊ po- 

litike, to ſeeke ſome means by wꝛeſting of law, to runne 

94 | headlong to the dinell, vet God will not be mocked: truth 
1 Deut. 23. is truth, and falſhood is falſhood. Whatfoever is lent out 


. Ezech 18. eyther in money oz wealth, if the lender receine moꝛe in 
qt came than he deliuered out, it is vſurp: the alteration of 
| the title cannot take away the badnes of the vice. 

'P Some to auoid the name of an vſurer, denp to lend any 


at all, who in flping of Scylla, fal into Charibdis, ę in ſtead 
14 Paal. i122. gf an vſurer becom a manſtaper. The comandementhath 
| [ oh. zu. two bꝛanthes, to lend, to lend without vfury:fo is there 

: two waies foꝛ conetons rich wozlblings to run headlong 


+444 to hel, the one by lending vpon vſnry,and the other in not 
1 tending at all: and to die foz it, they will thether either by 
. the one wap oꝛ the other: « ſeeing they willneeves go, A 

think it better to ſend them that wap, vy which other may 

haue ſome vſe of their monp, tha to ſtop the wap tlean vp. 


Theſe 
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Thele vſurers(nodoubt) are poſſeſſed with ſome great 

maſter diuelt: they ſleepe ſo deadly in ſin; that it is harde 

to awake them, and therfoze to themſelues Jleaue them. 
Som think the bozrower to be an offender as wel as the N 

lender, but Jam not of that mind:foz God knoweth (pooz 

ſoule)whereas he is info2ced th2ough extreme neceſſity , Tere.rs. 

without any euill intent, would be glad to bozrow freely, EIA. 14. 

but he is conſtrained to pꝛap heartilp, æ pap dearelp, a ſo 

long as the mind and intent is not defiled,no ſin is cõmit⸗ 

ted:as a woman that is abuſed by fozce againſt her will: 

92 he p being in perill vpon the ſeas, caſteth his gods out 

of the ſhip to ſaue his life: oz he that is beſet w therues, 

giueth his purſe frely,leſt his thzoat ſhuld be cutviolẽtly. 

T he nert grieuous abuſe in this land, is the coꝛrupti⸗ 

on of iuſtice, by means of to many ambitious Lawpers, 

who ſ warme as thicke now as the Friers in times palt , 

and are as couetous as they were ſuperſtitious: and as 

thoſe wilfull beggers were maintained of deuotion and 

charity, and the marchants are enriched through pꝛide £ 

ꝛauerp: ſo do thep liue by malice and enup, by whom our To offend the 

god lawes are abuſed, as thaugh they had beene made ra- good I meane 

ther to enrich the Lawyers,thanfoz execution of iuſtite, orendto 

and become like ſpiders webs, where great flies palle ea⸗ r 5 _ 

ſily thzough,but little flies are ſtrangled, oꝛ a bait to catch N 

birds: the lawyers are the fowlers, the iudge the net, and 

the poꝛ clients the birds: foʒ though their cauſe were ne- 

uer ſo plaine and fure, pet were he much better to giue 

halfe the pꝛice of his coat at the firſt, than to defend the 

whole thꝛough bꝛibery t coꝛruption of iuſtice. So long as 

their clients continue in greaſing their vnſatiable hands | 

with vnguentũ rubrũ, they ſcemto file their matter, in- To ſell ivſtice 

courage them to pꝛocæd, x extolling their cauſe, as thogh is intolerable, 

the day were already won, til they haue d2zawn al y mony du: ro fell n. 

out of their purſes,+ the marraiu out of theirbones:atlaſt uc or er 

when all is gon, ſo as they ceaſe to feed them, as the crow olan aner 

doth her hꝛats, then war they told as a ſtone, x finding one * 1 

cauell oz other, ſend them home to agree amongſt their 

veighbours:ah foles,ſo they might haue done befoꝛe. 

C 2 They 
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They are much like a bꝛamble buſh ſtanding in the midſt 
of a platij field, wherunto the poꝛ ſheepe in time of colde 
ſtoꝛms run foꝛ ſutcour and harbour ſo long, till at laſt by 
little and little, being robbed ok their fleeces, are ſent a- 
| way naked. There is a pꝛety (fo2y of a blind ma,whocar- 
They let the ried about his fellow being lame, theſe in the wap by 
man goethat thante finding an dyſter, fel at debate which of them was 
biken denn ee woꝛthy to haue it, the one alleadging his eyes, the 


punt}; the 


purle that ne- other his legs: at lat, agreeing to be iudged by the next 


uer offended, man they ſhould meet, hapned vpon a lawyer, who taking 
vpon him to end this ſtrife, opened the oyſter, gaue ech of 
them a ſhell, and ate the meate himſelfe. 

Thus vnder a cloake and colour of iuſtice, they haue 
pꝛowled and ſcraped together the chicfe wealth and fat of 
the land, to the ſpoile and vtter vndoing of many an ho⸗ 
neſt poꝛe man, whoſe pꝛond goꝛgedus attire doe plainly 
ſhew, they intend to rob a ſoꝛt of tontentious fols purſes 
to pay foꝛ them, by whom they are maintained to ſwim 
in ſilkes, while themſelues roiſt in rags. 

Theſe Lawyers therefoze are ſnrely poſſeſſed with 
ſome great maſter dineli;they lleepe in ſinne, and moꝛe 
dangerous then pꝛofitable foꝛ me to awake them: But J 
will pꝛay vnts God to conuert and amend them. 

All ſuch, whoſe beginning is pꝛide and ambition, moſt 
certaine their end will be ſhame andconfuſion, 

Not to keepe the law, is iniguity , 
And not to mitigate the ſame; is tpꝛanno, 
Pitty without equitp, is plaine partialitv, 
And iuflice without mercy,is extreame iniurp. 

Co2rupt Lawyers are no doubt a ſcourge of God, ſent 
in the olde age of this ſroward- woꝛld, to plague ſuch 
Wꝛangling and tontentious men, ais ot an obſtinate, wil⸗ 
full, and malicious ſtomacke, xefuſe to haue their matters 
i ended at home amongſt their quiet neighbozs accoꝛding 
3 to Gods law: foꝛ as ſins and diſobedienee do encreaſe, fs 

e. are punichments and iuiuries heaped one vpon another. 
There tame on a time befo2e Alexander Seuerus two 

Chziſtians p2oudly contending + accuſing cach the — „ 
m. 
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whom the god Emperour fo:bade to name themſelues 


15 _ 


Chꝛiſtians any moꝛe, foꝛ that their pꝛide and malice decle- 


red them to be no followers of him whom they pꝛokeſſed. 
But if Alexander did ſee how malicicullp the people of 
dur age doe vexe, toſſe x turmoile one another in the 
law(not fo2 toꝛruption of euill manners, but rather that 
one may enioy the gods and poſſeſlions of another, with⸗ 
out either right, conſcience, oꝛ charity:ſome neuer at qui⸗ 
et with themſelues, vnleſle they bee at ſtrife with their 
neighboꝛs, a then ſeeke to abuſe lam r iuſtice as a cloalie 
to purge their croked ſtomacks, where ſome pay ſo dear 
foꝛ a purgation, that he is conſtrained to live in miſerpal One poore 
his like after) he might well thinke and ſay, Surelp theſe manoppieſling 
people are not inſpired with the ſpirit of God, but rather _ ke 
poſſeſſed with ſome great Captainedeuill,they feepe in Coninual 
ſin, and it is hightyne to awake them. Pet ſome are en⸗ cain chat de- 
fozcedeither to trie law, oꝛ loſe right, to whom there bee ſtroy eth tne 
foure things requiſite: Firſt, iuſt cauſe.Secondly, a _ 3 
true and faithfull counſellour to plead the ſame, Thirdly, 1+. 
afull purſe to feed the lawyers-efourth'y,a ſure friend {nes deligh- 
to ſolicite his cauſe to the Judge, and pzocure expedition, cih in lu. 
v2 elle, it the matter be doubtfull, te pꝛolong th; time: to Shall Rive for 
the end, his aduerſary being weariet may lee ie toto m comb. 
pound This leſſon J had of a lawyer. re, 
Among a number ok intollerable abuſes in this tom Tuilsr, 
mon wealth, the coꝛruption of negligent officers is not þ 
leaſt. The office of gouernment is of many deſired, but ot 
few well executed:they p2ofeſſe equity x iuſtice, yet will 
neither take w2ong,no2 do right. They are apt and ready Peach: g. 
to reuenge cuery litle trifle committed againſt theſelues, 
but regard not moſt grieuous offences commiited againſt 
God: againſt him they fauoz, the truth will not be heard: 
but againſt him towards whom they haue conceined ſom 
ſecret diſpleaſure, they will not ſticke to ſet their hands r 
ſeales. They ſuffer all the country to be thoaked e vered 
with filthy whoꝛemongers, dꝛunken maltwo2ms, idle 
vagabonds, wheras the filth of a pꝛiuv, the ſtinke of dead 
carrion, ⁊ the oꝛdure of Cities do not ſo much infert paire 
C 3. as. 


Abacuck. 1. 


Elay. 5. 


Amos. 65. 


2. Cor. 19. 


Terc 22. 
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as that curſed crue infecteth the common wealth: & yet 


theſe hoꝛrible vices remaine ſtil vnpuniſhed, boꝛn withall 
and lightly paſſed ouer ſs long, til they are grown almoſt 
incurable. Again, they make a difference between the ol⸗ 
fences of rich men and poꝛ men:the one is ſoꝛe puntſhed, 
the other foꝛ a pꝛiuate bꝛibe ſcapeth free, ſo that pꝛiuate 
commodity baniſheth general honeſty:the law is toꝛn in 
peetes, right and iuſtice can take no place: Ephraim is op- 

ꝛelled by tyꝛannp, violence beareth ſ way, might ouergo⸗ 
eth right:the poꝛe are deſpiſed, the wicked aduanced, vice 
vnpuniſhed, vertue vnrewarded, # god lawes vnexecu⸗ 


ted, and therefoꝛe better vnmade: 


Dat veniam coruis, vexat cenſura c olunibas, 

Pea, Democritus would laugh to ſe great theeues 
hang vp little theeues, and Heraclitus weepe to ſee vicious 
men extolled, and vertuous men diſdained: they haue 
turned true iudgement into bitternes, and the fruit of 
righteonſnes into Wozmwod. In Iſrael none might be 
choſen a Rabbine till he could ſpeake ſeuen languages: 
but Jthinke a number of our officers are rather poſſeſſed 
with ſeuen diuels. Solon being asked what beſt pꝛeſer⸗ 
ued a common wealth, quoth he, when Subiects obey the 
Pagiſtrate, 1 Pagiſtrates the lawes ; but they ſleepe in 
ſinne themſelues, and ſuffer others to doe the like: ther⸗ 

loꝛe it is high time to awake them. 

 Fozaſmuchas officers appointed in authoꝛity to gouern 
in the church oꝛ cõmon wealth, do not execute the iudge⸗ 
ment of man, but of God himſelfe, who ſeeth the very ſe⸗ 
crets ofthe hart, who hath neither reſpect of perſons, noꝛ 
xeteiueth bꝛibes: It ſtandeth them in hand to be wiſe, di⸗ 
ligent and cirtumſpect in their callmgs, to examine by 


law, direct by iuſtice, x conclude by conſcience, to ktepe 


equitp, and deliuer the oppꝛeſled: fo as thoſe which go- 
uern well, are accounted wozthy of double honour, ſo 
are thoſe that neglec their daty, wozthy of double pu- 
niſhment. Percy is granted to the fimple,ſaith the TT᷑iſe 
man: but thoſe that are ſet in authozitp,ſhall be ſoꝛe pu⸗ 


niſhed. 
Though 
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Though our P2eachers haue been very painfull and 
diligent in diſcharging their duty in ſome meaſure, vet 
is there noten a great fault in manp, who haue gone ſo far 
in ſeeking refoꝛ mation in doctrine, that the people are 
growne to a plaine defoꝛmation in liłe and manners: a⸗ 
gaine, they make great outcries againſt vice in gencrall 
tearms, dut either they dare not, oꝛ wiil not tell men their 
particular faults to their faces: again, they are very 
vehement and hote as a toſte in repꝛehenſion amongſt 
the inkerioꝛ ſoꝛt where ſmalleſt offences are, but in ſpea⸗ 
king againſt extoꝛtion, oppꝛeſſion, bꝛiberp, + ſuch other 
hoꝛrible crimes raigning amongſt the ſuperioꝛ powers, 
they are very faint, and colde as a ſtone. And as alcar- 
ned man ſaid once, they are like cockes nipped with kites 
tclaws, they cackle, but they trow not. Againe, they haue 
gone ſo far beyond the bounds of modeſtp, in ſearching # 
ripping the blemiſhes and infirmities of their fellows in 
open place, as their calling is almoſt bzought to an open 
contempt. 

Spirituall paſtoꝛs amongſt our elders were had in 
great eſtimation and credit: but in theſe our wꝛetched 
daies they are rather diſdained,cnuted, 4 deſpiſed, inſo- 
much as though a Oꝛaduate in ſcholes, oꝛ a Gentleman: 
by birth, vet the very habite and name of a Piniſter, ſee- 
meth ſo to diſgrace his credite and eſtimation, as euerie 

infertour perſon is pꝛeferred and thought woꝛthy to tage 
his place befoꝛe him. And as the foure cardinall vices in 
the ſuperiour ſoꝛt befoꝛe touched, are moſt grieuous to 
the people, and cauſe of great inconuenience in the com⸗ 
mon wealth : ſo there be thꝛee ſo2ts of men moſt grie⸗ 
nous to the Clergy, and chiefe cauſe of that, intollerable 
contempt of their function. 

The firſt,are couetous Patrones, who are ſo greatly 
infected with the golden d2opſie,as their church doꝛe wil 
not be opened without a filuer kep. He that will haue a 
Church lining (what other nod gifts ſoeuer he bee endu⸗ 
ed withall) he muſt needs b2ing this learning with him, 
to know who was Melchizedecks Father and Mother, 

Q. 


2.Reg 70. 


2. Chro 19. 
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02 elle adiſh of G. Latimers apples, oꝛ he may cough foz 


any )5enefice. 

The P2ophet Dauid being willing to ſhew kindnes 
vnto Hannon,as his Father Nahas had ſhewed fauour to 
hun, ſent his ſeruants to comfozt him in his heauineſſe: 
but the Pꝛinces and nobles of Hannon perſwading him, 


that they were ſpies ſent ta ſearch the City, toke Dauids 


ſeruants, æ ſhaued halfe their beards, cut off their gar 
ments hard by their buttockes, and ſo ſent them away: 
And euen in like maner doe greedy Patrones deale with 
poꝛ iniſters, whom God hath ſent vnto them with the 
Goſpell of peace, gelding, par ing, poling, and cutting off 
the beards and ſkirts of Church liuings, ſo as they are 
made but ſeruants ⁊ llaues to their Patrones, # bzought 
ſo bare fo2 the moſt part, that they haue not ſufficrent to 
maintain themſelues with thin diet and ſimple tloathes, 
and liue out of debt, noꝛ able to giue a dzaught of ſmall 
dꝛinke at their doꝛe, ſo as after their deceaſe, a number 
of their wiues and childꝛen may go beg their bꝛead. 

Ju times palt not only the Papiſts of blind zeale, but al⸗ 
lo the very heathen haue bin alwaies very beneficial and 
bountiful to their pꝛieſts x ſouthlavers. Pharao was a 
cruell tyꝛant, vet in the time of famine he had a ſpeciall 
care foꝛ his P2teſts: Ie2 abel a moſt wicked Nueene, vet 
fed ſhe daily at her table 4. hundꝛed of her groue pꝛieſts: 
the popiſh Clergy, whole doctrine was nothing but deui⸗ 
les and fancies of men, were holden in ſuch reuerend e- 
ſtimation, that nothing was thought to much oꝛ to god 
foꝛ them. x | 

But the Dinifters of the Goſpel, bꝛing ing the glad ti- 
dings of ſaluation, are contemned, deſpiſed, reuiled 4 de⸗ 
faced, their linings pinched, bꝛibed, polled, pined egrut- 
ched at: euery little being thought to much foꝛ them, and 
made a pꝛep to euerp catchpoll x pelting officer, that if it 
were not fo2 the fauourable kindnes of our gracious lo⸗ 
uing king,anumber hadere this day bin conſtrained to 

leaue their function, æ ſlie their country fo2 wit ofliuing. 
It is wꝛitten, how Dioniſius comming to a Temple, 
where 
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where Images were clothed in coſtly coates of ſiluer, 
gold: Theſe garments(quoth he) are twheauy foꝛ ſũmer, 
and to cold foꝛ winter: « ſo taking them awap, cloathed 
them in linſep wolſey. Theſe (qudth he) are moꝛe light 
foꝛ ſummer, t warmer foꝛ winter. And euen in like ſoꝛt 
both Patrones and people in theſe dates, doe ſeeke what 
poſſibly they can, to ſpoile the Clergy of tithes, lands, al 
Church⸗liuings, æ thinke a cloke of linſey wolſep, good 
inough fo2 them: not like innocent cheepe, that willingly 
yeeld their fieeces,butnoiſome Goats that butt with their 
ho. The good old benefactoꝛs are gone, and new ſtart⸗ 
vps, who neither feare God noꝛ diuell, Jupply their pla- 
ces. Abraham, Lot and Iob we haut not. Captain Corne- 
lius and old father Tobie are blacke Dis amongſt wn 
Elias cannot find his hoſteſſe of Sarepta, Paul 15 N 
refſe,no2 Peter the Tanner: but man a chiftli 4" 
t greedp co2mo2ant, to pinch and p2 ollfrom ps what pol⸗ 
ſibly they can: theſe Patrones therefoꝛe are ſurely poſ- 
ſeſſed with ſomegreat captaine diuell,they ſlcepe in ſin, x 
it is high timo to wake them. If the Ambaſſadoz of ay; 
carthly P2ince being ſent in ſeiendly manner. his ſub- 
iects, ſhould be ſo diſcourteouſly entertained, as a number 
of Gods meſſęngers are in — doubt hee would 
be reuenged. It thoſe that ſold douss. dx 105 o be whipt 
out of the temple, ſure our Church polferg,Who ſell the 
temple it ſelfe,as Iudis folde Chziſteſerue, tobe hanged 
vp in the temple. - 

The ſecond ſo:t;are an intolerable crew of vouble faced 


_ officers,put in truſt to ſee the pꝛinces lawes Bbrerued, ec⸗Mat. a. * 


cleſiaſticall diſcipline executed, # contemptuous perſons , 0 


puniſhed, who pꝛiuilv, both fauozing, furthering, x main⸗ The guiltles 
taining the cauſes of diuers diſoꝛdered,  ſeditious ſchiſ- will nor _ 


matikes, that boldly thꝛough their ſufferãce dare pꝛeſume a1 
to controll, gainſav, and ſtand againſt his Maieſties laws f. 
eſtabliſhed, to feed whoſe humoꝛs do commonly vſe, vn- 
der the title of an exho2tation to the Clergy,m their accu⸗ 
ſtomed aſſemblies, at Sinods, and generals, to ſeeke in 
open place with bitter W glances, 4 
mo 
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moff odious terms, to diſcredit nd defate them, beating 
into the peoples heads there pꝛeſent, that their Paſtoꝛs 
are no better than ignoꝛant aſſes, meaning al ſuch as ſhew 
themſelues obedient to publike oꝛder. Mhereas in truth, 
to ſpeake general, there was neuer amoze learned Clorgy 
in any Church ſince the Apoſtles time, than now in Eng⸗ 
land, inſomuch that the meaneſt ſoꝛt, foꝛthe moſt part, are 
better able to teach & inſtruc the plain people of their pa⸗ 
riſh, in faith and god maners, than moſt of thoſe ſpight⸗ 
full ſpurring officers are to ſpeak in ſuch a learned audi⸗ 
ence. J ſe no reaſon therefoꝛe, why they ſhould beliMed 
vnto aſſes, except bearing ſo quietly the heaup burthens, + 
intolerable extoꝛtions, which thoſe greedp pꝛowling coꝛ⸗ 
moꝛants do daily lap vpon them, being ſo pinched + pꝛow⸗ 


led, that their very lines are bitter vnto them: otherwiſe 


ETod. 1. 


Jam. 3 1. 


Rom. 12.16. 


It is me ant by 
ſuch ſcholers 


they are not like the nature of aſſes, as themſelues are 
like the nature of Fores, whereupon this queſtion may 
ariſe, whether alles oz fores be moze tolerable beaſts in 
a common wealth: theſe peeuiſh officers therfoꝛe are poſ⸗ 


ſeſſed diuels, they ſleep in ſin, and it is high time to awake 


them: the Loꝛd of his mercp conuert and amend them at 
his good pleaſure. 5 

The third cauſe of contempt in the Piniſtery is this: 
whereas in times paſtthe Church had but few teachers, x 
manp learrirs: it ts now grown to haue many teachers, 
and few learners : It was thought in old time there were 
ſeuen wiſe men amongſt the Gzeckes,and we thinke now 
there be not ſo many fooles amongſt vs. We all gloꝛp of 


our knowledge, and pꝛeſume of our wiſdom: x this tom⸗ 


meth to paſſe thꝛough the number of ſcholers in this land, 
who do not only increaſe æ multiply daily without mea⸗ 


23 will be rottẽ ſure, but alſo fo2 want of right choice of good natures, the 
before they be greater ſoꝛt being fantaſticall, wilfull, t wayward, whoſe 


ripe. 


wits being ſtrained againſt kind, become diſo2dered, diſ⸗ 
quiet e ſeditious: foz it is hard to make ſtraight by art, 
that which is made crooked by nature: when learning and 
eloquence is graft in a wꝛangling, ſtubboꝛn and contenti- 
ous diſpoſition, it is a dangerous thing. Foz as in a good 
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man, learning is the armour of vertue:ſo when it hits in a 
wicked perſon, it is able to woꝛke much miſchiefe. It is 


ſaid, that fooles ſet neighbours at var iance:but a malici⸗ 


ous perſon hauing wit, learning, e a plauſible toung, is a⸗ 
ble to ſet kingdoms by the eares. One ſcabbev ſheepe will 


infect a whole flock, & one iarring ſtring — a whole A ſelfe willed 

' noiſe of muſicke out of all tune:and one buſie headed foole / foole, _ Peri- 

that is learned, able to bꝛing a whole country out of all lousbed 
quiet o2der:and as too few bꝛeed conſumption, ſo too ma- 


ny bꝛeed ſurfets : fo2 certamely,there is no moꝛe nopſome 
member ina common wealth, then a pꝛofeſſed ſcholler vn- 
beſtowed to liue by his p2ofeſſion: his conceit is lofty, and 
his life loitering, whoſe idlenes engendꝛeth diſdainfulnes 
to labour, which thꝛough long ſufferance, muſt needs in 
the end grow to ſom great inconuenience. By this means 


the Church is peſtered with a ſoꝛt of buſie vain-glozious 


fooles,puft vp with a certain ſpirituall pꝛide, though a 
vain opinion concetued of themſelues, euery one hauing 
a Church plat o2 comon wealth in his head, who deſpiſmg 
the iudgement of their elders, run on raſhly befoꝛe them, 
till they haue fallen into intolerable erroꝛs. And hauing 
a great deſire to be taken fo2 ſingular wiſe men, zealous 
p:ofeſſo:s,and diligent builders, looke grimme and big 
with a haughty fterne countenance, much like a windy 
egge, oꝛ a blown bladder: And caſting off the poke of obe⸗ 
diece,hauing a pꝛide to be peeuiſh, neuer ceaſe bꝛabbling 
t bꝛoching of new frantike follies, ſpꝛeading of ſects, and 
ſowing contention in the Church, being further wꝛapt in 
deuotion, than they can paſſe thꝛough with diſcretion: x 


vnder the colour of ʒeale, they rouʒe and rage without al T. 


meaſure:much like new wine, which without ſome vent 
is like to bzeake the caske: as though Gods ſpirite 


inkoꝛced man ta paſſe the bounds of Chꝛiſtian modeſty. 


Theſe like euill birdes that berap their own neſt, oꝛ 
hatefull ſnatching curs, neuer ceaſe barking t rayling in 
apen audience at their fellow miniſters: ea, and ſuch as 
their faults and blemiſhes being rightiy waighed, are 
fewer in number, and lighter i * waight than their —_ 
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whoſe innocent liues are able to confute their viperous 
llanders, vtterly deſpiſing all thoſe in whom they ſee any 
infirmity of man, as though themſelues were ſome ap2p 
ſpirits,eſpecially,ſuch as they perceiue moꝛe pleaſant x 
ſociable ofnature,o2 moꝛe delighted in mirth and honeſt 
paſtime fo2 their health and recreation, than agreeth 
with their owne Stoicall diſpoſition: oz if his giftes in 


pꝛeaching do not altogether ſatiſfie their fantaſticall hu⸗ 
1928, and his doctrine applied to their ſeditious veine: 


though the man be neuer lo honeſt in life and conuerſati⸗ 
on, noꝛ ſo carekull and diligent in diſcharging his duety, 
acc92ding to his talent: pet in the epes of theſe vehement 
at cuſers, he is but a dumbe dog, ſalt without ſauour, a 
bell without a clapper,+ a feeder without fod: the chil⸗ 
dꝛen (ſap they) do crie foꝛ meat, but he hath none, neither 
fo2 himſelfe noꝛ them, except they wil haue whole loaues: 
as though he could do dothing but caſt the Bible at their 
heads. Such a wiſe reaſon made that late ſpꝛung vp he⸗ 
retique Browne, à bother of theirs, when hee compared 
God to man, that loued potage well, that as a man might 
be glutted with too many potage, ſo might God with one 
pꝛaper often ſaid. Thus they accuſe without truth, iudge 
without authozitp, and condemne without triall, wher- 
by the pooꝛe Piniſters of the Church, who of a good con⸗ 
ſcience do keepe themſelues within compaſſe and oꝛder, 
and endeuour to continue the people in due obedience of 
the lame, are deſpiſed,defaced,and ſhaked vp in open au⸗ 
dience, as though they were moſt. grieuous and notoꝛi⸗ 
ous offenders: pea Iezabel was neuer moze mad againſt 
the true Prophets, Herod againſt the Innocents, noꝛ the 
Seribe F hariles againſt Chꝛiſt himſelfe, than theſe 
ſeuere cenſurers are againſt their pooꝛ bꝛethꝛẽ, to baing 
them into hatred and diſcredit amongſt the people, to the 
end, that by one meanes oꝛ other, they might hitch them 
out of their liuings, and eniop it themſelues. ea, ſuth is 
the miſerp of our dapes, when youth are ſo fantaſticall to 
muent, + age fo ſenlles to credit, that the one is bꝛought 
into fooles Paradiſe, ⁊ the other into open * being 
thought 
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thought a thing ſeemly and tolerable foꝛ a young ſcholler :. Tim g . 
of ſmall learning, and leſte wit, befoꝛe he bee eyther ripe 3 King. 13. 


in knowledge, gouerned in life, oꝛ refoꝛmed in manners, 
to pꝛicke vp into the Pulpit, bluſhing like a black dogge, 
to controll, diſcredit, and deface the ancient, graue Bi⸗ 
tops, and reuerend learned Fathers ofthe land: much 
like as a pꝛoud beardles boy ſhould ſit in a chayte with a 
rod in his hand, teaching 8. Auguſtine and Chriſoſtome to 
ſay their leſlons: In whoſe iudgement they are but laſie 
lopterers, dumbe dogs, Popiſh doctoꝛs, men pleaſers, and 


their Churches no better than dens of theeues, being 


grown ſo far paſt ſhame, and void of all humanity, that 
now they fal fromreaſ oning to plain round rayling,ſcof- 
fing, iearing, deriding, x thꝛeatning of buffets, with bent 
fiſts: inſomuch as no ſkate oꝛ degree can ſcape their vene⸗ 
mous toungs. They loke like Lions, leere ike Fores , 
hiſſe like Adders, barke like dogs, and ik they durſt, they 
would bite like Tygars: ſo maliciouſly meaſuring other 
mens doings, by the crooked line of their owne imagina⸗ 
tions, that J thinke, if wiſe Salomon and learned Paul 
were here in theſe dapes, the one would be taken fo2 a 

foole, the other foꝛ a mad man: Dumbe dogge is a great 
woꝛd in their mouths: that ſermon where dumbe dog is 
left out, is not woꝛth a pin, it fits not their fancy : foꝛ 
why? their whole felicity is in barking and ſnatching, 
yea rather than ceaſe,fo2 want of other, thev would bark 
at the Pon and ſeuen ſtars: They are much like the dog 
that Cicero ſpeaketh of, that being ſet in Capitolio, a 

Tower in Rome, to fray theeues, left the theeues, and fel 
a barking at true men: whoſe doctrine and example of life 


tends onely to this end, to dꝛiue the Kings Dubieits to a Mat, 7.7 5.1 6: 


loathſomnes and milliking of the pzeſent gonernment, x 
oꝛder eſtabliſhed, to diſcredit his Maieſties Dupzemacy, 
to deface his Piniſters, r contemn his lawes, to ſurfet 
the Church with ſchiſmes, and infelt the common wealth 
with factions. And if wiſdom in time do not pꝛeuent it, 
then folly in triall will ſurely repent it. 

To vſe the laudable On of the, Church, they 


3 make 


ie 


1. Iim.t.6.7. 


Mat. 12. 


Math,z 3. 24. 
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make it an hainous offence : but in diſobeying the Pꝛin⸗ 
ces lawes, backbiting their ſuperioꝛs, ſlandering their 
bꝛethaen, diſquieting the Church, abuſing the office of 
godly pꝛeaching, by their vain ſeditious pꝛatling, they 
make no offence at all. They ſeeme very diligent x ſtudi⸗ 
ous: but it is rather foꝛ nouelties and varietie to make 
an eloquent ſhew, that by the perſwafible woꝛds of mans 
wildome, they may delight itching eares, than foꝛ ſound 
doctrine to conuert ſinfull hearts: they vſe cunning per⸗ 
ſwaſions,with fayꝛe golden phꝛaſes, but as Abſolon did, 
to ſteale away the hearts of the people from Dauid : they 
pꝛoclaime publike faſtings, but as Iezabel did to kill 
Naboth. oz vnder colour of refoʒmation, they ſeeke to 
rob God of his honour, the Pꝛince of his due, the Cler⸗ 
gy of their liuings: being as is ſuppoſed, inſtruments of 
ſom others, who by their means ſeek to make the church 


a marke to ſhoot at, and a carkaſſe to pꝛey vpon, to the 


ſpople, ouerthꝛow, and vtter confuſion of Church, lear- 
ning, religion, and all. Deuiſers and fanciers were ne- 
uer good eyther foꝛ Church oz common wealth. So Iudas 
vnder a pꝛetence of holines, deſired to haue the ointment 
ſolde foꝛ a great ſumme to relieue the pooze withall: but 
his purpoſe was, to get the money into his own bag: ſo 
was it pꝛetended, that the lands of Abbies, Colledges x 
Chantries, ſhould haue been imploped to the enriching of 
the king, maintaining of ſchooles, and releeuing the poꝛ, 
but they a rpput to maintain pomp, pꝛide, & ſuperfluityp. 
Fair wo2ds + wicked decds deceine both wiſe men and 
fooles. Thus when vnder the name of a ſermon, theſe 
great builders haue toſſed their fantaſtical doctrine, ſuch 


as Peter neuer planted, noꝛ Paul neuer watered, befoꝛe 


the tight beleeuing multitude, with ſuch an outward 
ſhew of holines, that Lady hypocriſie her ſelfe could not 
moꝛe fitly handle the matter, ſpitting ont thep2 popſon 


with cutting girdes,diſdainefullglicks, E pꝛety biting. 


nipps againſt o2ders eſtabliſhed, Biſhops, Miniſters, 
Magiſtrates and all, ſo far as they dare: They like vnto 
the late rebels, that roſe in the Nozth, in the end of — 
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traiterous pꝛoclamations, to blinde the multitude, pzay 
fo2 the Bing fuil coldly and craftily, God wot : and fo2- 
aſmuch as al is done vnder the title of pꝛeaching, what ſo 
euer they ſap, all is taken in good part, & greatly commen- 
ded, without controlment oz danger of puniſhment. 


Theſe are not thoſe dumb dogs which the Pꝛophet ſpea- c:y,56. 
keth ot, but thoſe barking curs,# pꝛoud ſfubbo2n,and diſ⸗ Philp.3. 
obedient murmurers,faiſe accuſers, authoꝛs ofſecs,and lud. 


deſpiſers of authozity, which the Apoſtle ſpeaketh of. 


Thole fooliſh P2ophets,x falſe diſſembling liers, that are: Tim, ;, 


wiſe in their own conceits,follow their own ſpirits, and 


ſpeake where they ſeenothing: Which Eſay and Ezechi+ RM,. 
el ſpeaketh of, and thoſe Phariſaicall hypocrites, which Ez ch. ;. 
ſay vnto thoſe that come nigh them, Touch me not, foꝛ J EA 


am holier than thou. 

Theſe are no vnpꝛeaching Piniſters, but rather vn⸗ 
miniſtring Pꝛeachers:foꝛ ſo they map haue as great loꝛd⸗ 
ſhip x ſuperionty ouer their pariſhes, as the Pꝛince hath 
ouer the realm, the Biſhop ouer his dioceſſe, oꝛ the Pope 
in time paſt ouer the church:to teach what doctrine they 
fancy, eſtabliſh what lawes they like, and obſerue what 
oꝛders thep liſt, without controlment:they are contented 
at Chꝛiſts tommandement, to go foꝛth + pꝛeach. But if he 
will haue any ſacraments miniſtred, he muſt go himſelfe 
foꝛ all them, foꝛ it goeth againſt their conſciences. 

Theſe are nolazp loyterers, but diligent feeders, ſuch 
as Iohn Leaden, Dauid George, and Knipper Doling in 
Germany, apt and ready to ſow Schiſmes in the Church, 
factions in the tõmon wealth, 4 ſet the country together 
by the eares. They are not idle: but ſure they were better 
be idle, then ſo buſily octupied, in applying theyꝛ wits by 
art and learning, to woꝛke dillenſton and miſchiefe in the 
harts of the people. They feed indeed, but their fod is ſuch 
as can hardly be receiued without danger. Whoſe hypo⸗ 
triticall purity,churliſh ſtern tountenance, dildaining to 
giue men their titles of honoꝛ, pꝛiuy conuenticles, « con- 
demning our chꝛiſtian oꝛder in baptizing of Jnfants, doe 
manifeſtlv ſhew them no other, but the very ſect of _ 

| ap- 


* 44> 
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baptiſts. And if that graue, reuerend, and learned father, 

D. Whitegift, had not ſtept in in time, to withſtand they? 

John Sleidan ſubtle ⁊ pœuiſh deuiſes: we had ere this day felt as great 

inis Cow. hurly burly in the Church of England, as was of late 
ypeares by their pꝛedeceſſoꝛs in the City of Munſter. 

Theſe are not hirelings in ſtead of ſhepheards, no2 


Hilaries {er « 


mon atthe Wolues in ſtead of hirelings,but rather demls in ſtead of 


Synod at wolues. Fo: if peacemakers be the childꝛen of God, ſure 
Reimes. theſe diſturbers of peace muſt needs be the childꝛen of the 
Mat.5-9- deuill, they licepe in lin, and it is high time to awake the, 
Pet by reaſon of their hypocriſie « ſtraightnes of life, 
ſuch as be of contentious natures, do follow them, and 
commend their doings. Me need not now flie to the Poet 
Homer foꝛ his avd, in deſcription of the Syꝛens, ſeing 
this our vnhappy age is ſo furniſhed with Parmaides, 
Whole delicate tunes, pꝛetenſed holines, and ſweet vene⸗ 
rigs i mous inticements, do ſo rauiſh, ⁊ tickle the itching eares 
Mercuries pipe Of a ſoꝛt of giddy headed people, as they do thinke them⸗ 
that inchanted ſelues rapt vp into the third heauen. Wherby they haue 
che hearers= Hatched ſuch a viperous b2otherhod of ſycophant whelps 
both dog whelps, x bitch whelps, halfe ſaints, half diuels, 
with buſte diſſenſious heads, pꝛoud diſdaineful ſtomacks 
wilfull wits,facious harts, bꝛaſen faces, gold mouths, 
and {moth gloſing toungs, as this land befoꝛe this time, 
was neuer troubled withall : Dome ſnatching curs, that 
bite befoꝛe they bark: ſome barking ſhalts that would bite 
if they durſt:ſome fawning ſpanicis,much like the flat- 
tering butcher,who gently claweth the ore, when hee in⸗ 
tends to knocke him in the head. 

They take great pleaſure æ delight in comming to ſer⸗ 
mons, not as ſchollers to learn, but rather as Judges, to 
controll, being grown ſo diuers in manners, # variable 
in conditions, that it is eaſier foꝛ a cooke to pleaſe an 
hundꝛeth mouthes with one diſh of meat, than a Pꝛeach⸗ 
er to oꝛder one ſermon to content a dozen heads: ſome 
would haue matters of faith handled, ſome inuectiues a- 
gaimſt papiſtry, ſome vices rebuked, ſome ſharpe and 
hotlp, ſame gentle and coldly, all men other mens _—_ 
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but no man his owe faultes. And as they viſagree in 
matter, ſo do they in foꝛme, ſome like ancient Doctoꝛs 
ſome new wꝛiters, & ſome call that mans doctrine. Some 
would haue it poliſhed with Logicke and Rethoꝛike: and 
ſome call that plauſible woꝛds of mans wiſdome : ſome 
would haue ſtudy in ſermons, and ſome onely a ſodaine 
motion of the ſpirit : ſome would haue long Sermons, 
and ſome care not how ſho2t,and ſome ſo dainty and cop, 
that they can bꝛooke no Sermons. L 
: Thus What by the infectious crue of Papiſticall here- 
titiůhes on the one ſide:and this peſtiferous ſect of Anabap- 
by tiſticall Schiſmatikes on the other ſide: the Church of 
> Godisgreatly troubled and viſquieted, good oꝛder, the 
pale ol our parke, oꝛ common wealth bꝛoken down: And 
the deere ol Chꝛiſt ſo dearely bought, in danger to be de⸗ 
uoured ol a ſoꝛt of wolues in lambes ſkins, and diuels in 
mens vizards, halfe Papiſts, halfe Anabaptiſts, who, 
though in ſome points they ſceme to differ in opintons : 
pet in defaming his Maieſties gonernment,denying his 
ſup2emacyin matters E ccleſiaſticall, condemning the n 
booke of Common pꝛaper, and the publite reaving of the 2 
holy Scriptures, with diners other points, they iopntly 2 
agree together as bꝛethꝛen: r vndet a glofing ſhew of o⸗ 8 
bedience, like vnnatural childꝛen, who at the tommande⸗ — 
ment of an adulterous ſtepfather, are willing and ready 
to thzuft theyꝛ ſwoꝛds into theyꝛ mothers belly, liue ga- 
ping fo2 a day to vtter theyꝛ malice. At whoſe handes, 
there is no other friendſhip, oꝛ true hearts to be looked 
fo2, But as Nahas king of the Amorites, would haue Rent. 
made with the king of Iabes, by pulling out their righgt 
eyes ; ſo nothing can refo2me, content oz ſatiſfie theſe, 
:erxcept peelding vp the authoꝛity of Eccleſiaſtical gouern⸗ 
ment into their hands. And therfoze certain they are 

2 poleſſed with ſome great maſter diuell, they ſleepe in ſin, 
anditis high time to awake them. 

Fozaſmuch as heretofoze thep2 opinions haue been 
opened, their fancies vetected,their hereſies confuted, æ 
their arguments confounded, -—" pet neyther reaſon 
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tan leade them, authoꝛity moue them, noz truth it ſelfe 
infoꝛte them to peeld to confeſle their erroꝛs, and amend 
their manners: it is high time to tie them ſhoꝛter foꝛ in- 
fecting of others: ſuch trees as lopping and watring can- 
not make fruitfull, muſt be cut downe. When gentle 
medicines will not helpe, the Phyſition muſt ve bitter 
potions : when the grieued place cannot be bꝛoken with 
plaiſters,the Chirurgian muft lanchit.So when lenity 
cannot reclaime them,ſeucrity mul cozrec them: ſo ſhal 
we haue moze religion, and leſſe contention. Though our 
Sauiour Chꝛiſt commanded to pardon our enemies, pet 
not his enemies:as to be angry with ſin is not anger, but 
ʒaale: ſo to ſmite fo2 offending God, is not to ſmite, but to 
co:recd to amendment:the liues of lewd men are aſweete 
ſacrifice vnto God: it is a greater fault to let go a Wolfe, 
than to kill a lambe in the flocke: 4 a greater offence to 
Pro. 17. 35 pardon a rebell, oꝛ a traptoꝛ, than to kill a true man: but 
theſe are not called rebels as they are, becauſe they are 
not hanged vp as they ſhould. He that hath a dog that is a 
ſheepe biter, muſt by law eyther hang him vp, o2 elſe pay 
fo2 the ſheep he hath wearied: euen ſo the Chꝛiſtian ma- 
giſtrate, whom it hath pleaſed God to ſet in authozitp, x 2: 
giuen charge to gouern # defend his pooꝛ ſheep, knowing ih 
notozious bitcrs lying in wait tovenoure thẽ, muſt either 98 
hang vp thoſe curs, oꝛ anſwer to God foꝛ thoſe ſheep that 
they do wearp. The bꝛidle(ſaith Salomon) belongeth to 
hw ad the hoꝛſe, a whip to the Aſſe,+ a rod foꝛ the fols back.Coz- - © 
Pro. 15. 10. reita wiſe man W a nod, but a fol with a club: we ſee that | 
noding wil not ſerue,no2 becking wil not ſerue,no2win- 
king wil not ſerue, it mult be a club, a hatchet, oꝛ a halter, 
oꝛ elſe ſuch buſie headed foles, as diſdain to be ruled, will 
neuer be quiet, till they map rule themſelues without 
controlment. 
Their woꝛds r reaſons vnto many ſeem big in ſound, 
vet in truth are but ſmall in weight, great in ſhew, little 7 
in ſubſtance, full of terroꝛ, void of wiſdome, rather bugs 3 
to frap babes, than matter to moue any ſtaid Chꝛiſtian, 0 
| | great perſwaſions to ſeduce weak fleſh,yet not ſufficient 1 
hes to : 3 
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to ſatiſfie conſcience:they may ſtir vp toniecture in ſom vn- 
ffaid bꝛains, which like weake reeds wil moue 4 wag with 
euerp blaſt of wind, yet not able to tap aſſurance in ſuch 
conſtant Chꝛiſtian ſubiects, as ſtand firm and faithfull to 


God, their P2ince 4 Countrp, like oakes ; ſo that Hellebo- 1. Cor. 16. 1; 


rus were moꝛe fit to purge their frantike bꝛains, than argu⸗ 
meuts to confute their trifling erroꝛs. 
To pꝛoceed, our delicate and fruitfull Conntry, hath in⸗ 


gendꝛed a multituve of dainty and vieious people, pꝛoud, fer. 3.9. 


pꝛodigal waſters,miſerable pinching p2oulers,fatſediſſem- 
bling lpers, faire lookes,and ſmooth tongues without gov 
meaning, ſome cruell as Lions,fomcrafty as Foxes, ſome 
rauenous as Molues, ſome enuious as dogs, ſome leche⸗ 
rous as goats, ſome filthy as \wine:the moſt part either hy⸗ 
pocrites, wicked liuers, oꝛ ignoꝛãt of God, euerp one inloue 
with his owne face, like Narciſſus: the higher loꝛt contem- 


ning their inferioꝛs with \nuffing ſcoꝛn, and the lower ſozt Eccl. iz. 


ſtomaking their ſuperio:s with grudging ſpight. It is ſayd 
that a Camelion can tranſfoꝛm himſelf into al colours ſaue 
white: t our people haue al conditions ſaue honeſty. J think 
in Sodome was neuer moꝛe filthines, in Flanders moꝛe dꝛũ⸗ 
kennes, in Crete moze lying, in France moꝛe diſſimulation, 
no2 in Iewry moꝛe hypocriſie, than is now pꝛactiſed in Eng⸗ 
land. And as god men would gladly haue euill men ameded, 
ſo euill men had rather haue god men conſumed. The mul⸗ 


titude of ſinners haue ſo chaſed away the ſhame of ſin, that prou. 29%. 


common wickednes is taken foꝛ no pꝛiuate offence: there is 
ſuch vumerciful bꝛibing, oppꝛeſſing, x wꝛinging the poꝛ, as 
though there were nepther God to honoꝛ, diuell to dꝛead, 
heauen to hope foꝛ, noꝛ hell to eſchue. Cucry one moꝛe libe⸗ 
rall to lend another his conſcience, then his monep, and his 
ſeale of moꝛe tredit then his ſoule. One crow will not picke 
out the epes of another: but foꝛ money, one man will not 
ſficke to picke another to the hard bones, acco2ding to the 
Pꝛouerbe: Homo homini Lupus eſt, Pan to man is no mã, 
but a Molfe. The people therefoze are poſſeſſed with DL 
uels, they ſleepe in ſin, and it is high time to awake them. 
The gloꝛp of the Romans in — time, was to ſpcak little, 
2 and 


Phil.2.10, 


Juda. 
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and do much: of the Gꝛeekes, to ſpeake much and do little: 
and of our diſſembling Pꝛoteſtants, to talk much, but learn 
to amend nothing at all. Dur Elders were rude in ſperch, x 
ciuill in manners: we ciuill in ſpecch,+ rude in maners: they 
belerued as Pagans,t liued like Chꝛiſtians: we belceue ag 
Chꝛiſtians, and liue like Pagans:they pꝛeached not y woꝛd 
noꝛ we liue accoꝛding to the woꝛd: the name of God is in 
dur tongs, but his feare is not in our harts: the Papiſts cal 
vs Solifidians, but our woꝛks declare vs rather Nullifidiãs: 
we are like the Athenians, the moꝛe god we know, the leſſe 
god we do: oꝛ pepper which is hote in the mouth, but cold in 
the belly: ſo we fry in woꝛds, but freeze in derds: ſpeake by 
elles; but wozke bp inches. Me read of one Pambo, who 
after he had heard one leſſlon, wauld heare no mo till he had 
learned to pꝛactiſe that one: we deſire to heare thouſands, r 
pet krame our ſelues to pꝛactiſe none: our P2eachers, foꝛ þ 
better inſtruction of the people, in all truth + godlines, haue 
painfully endeauoured themſelues to beat down the ſuper 
ftitious abuſe of faſting, pꝛapers # alms deeds,commending 


the thing it ſelf,as very plealãt t acceptable in Gods ſight ; 


but they vnderſtanding (as it were with their herles, vpon 
a wilfull negligence, haue taken occaſion thereby to caſt a⸗ 
wap both faſting, pꝛaver # almes derds, with feaſtes of the 
pe, t all together. Again, ſome P2cachers teach the peo- 


pyle, at the hearing of the name of Jeſus to bow the knee,an- 


other ſoꝛt denp it, as vulawfull to peeld moꝛe reuerence to 
that name, than to God the Father and the holy Ghoft : the 
people hear ing that, thinke ſcoꝛne to bow the kner to any of 
all the thꝛee. Thus they make their liberty, a cloake ofleſe- 
nes, turn the grace of Cod into wantonnes, & the Goſpel of 
Chꝛiſt vnto le wdnes: they haue chaged woꝛks into words, 
godly deuotion into bare knowledge: and are becom rather 


lip Goſpellers, then life Goſpellers. The Papiſts were not 


fo ʒealous to guild theyꝛ temples with gold, but our Pꝛote⸗ 
ſtants are as negligent to guild their ſoules with vertue. 
— were beneficiall + diligent both in decking the falſe 

cad pictures of Saints, feeding the true liuely members 
of Cheilt: and we lecme to tondemn the one, and leaue the 
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other vndone. They vſed faſting from meates, we nepther 
from meat noꝛ ſin, they pꝛaied often, we ſeldome oꝛ neuer: 
they were bountiful to the poꝛ, we line onely to our ſelucs: 
they wꝛought of intent to merit heauen, we neyther do god 
fo: merit, noꝛ vet of charity and duty : yea, we are come frõ 
blind zeale to wilfull wickednes, kromſ uperſtition ta no 
religion. Foz the woꝛld is now grown to this point, that if 
à man of godly zeale and deuotion, do accuſtome oꝛderlp to 
frequent the church, he is atcoũted an hypocrite. If he be gi⸗ 
uen religiouſly to faſt + pꝛap, he is taken foꝛ a Papiſt. And 
tf he ktep a god houſe foꝛ reltcefe of the poꝛe, he is called a 
merit⸗monger. Uherbyfaſting is deſpiſed,p2aper contem⸗ 
ned, and almes deeds abhoꝛred . Thus haue we caſt off the 
works of Simon Peter, betome in mancrs like Simon Ma- 


Simulata ſanti. 


« tas duplex eſt. 


gus, that walked with Philip asla diſtiple, pet w2ought w ; iniquitas. 
monep like a woꝛldling. Achabs wife would neuer put on 


demure apparrell, but when ſhe ſpake with theP2ophets,, - ent meta 
noꝛ our diſſembling Pꝛoteſtants bee neuer holy but at ſer⸗ . 5 
mon times. They heare + deſire like Saints, but liue t de⸗ voce propheta. 
ſerue like diuels, they tã loke ⁊ ſpeake holilp, wherby they 
ſcem gloꝛious befoꝛe men, but their woꝛks are naught, and 
therfo:c odious in the ſight of God, whoſe outward behaui⸗ 
oꝛ is much like clouds without rain, wherby God himſelfe 
doth mock ſuch fruitles ſhowes. Theſe hypocrites therfoꝛe 
arc poſſeſſed with diuels, they ſleepe in ſin, and it is high 
time ta awake them. 

Thoucgh the obſeruing of the c abboth dap, touching bodily 
reſt, do belong to the ceremoniall law, + ſhadows which had 
an env in Chuſt: being therfoꝛe altred from ſaterdap to ſun⸗ 
dap, vet as the Jcwes did telebꝛate theirs in remẽbꝛance of Rxod. 20. 
the creation of the woꝛld:ſo ought we to obſerue t keep our dt. 2, 12. 
fabboth,1rremembance of the reſurremtion of Chꝛiſt, ⁊æ as 
a figure to confirm our hope in the reſurrection of our own 
bodies, x our ſpirituall reſt in gloꝛy ta tome, as alſo fo2 a 
comely æ decent oꝛder to be vſed in the Churth, that in re⸗ 
ſting from bodily wozk, we may charitably aſſemble toge- Luke, 4.16. 
ther,tothe end the Voꝛd by the pzeaching of his woꝛd, may 
bitng feathhis wozke in vs, to his um gloꝛy i our ſaluati- 

E 3 on: 


Cai 56.2.3. 


Mat. 10.3 1. 
Mac 21.23. 
Act.2.42. 
Rom.10,14- 
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on: but our Sabboth in many places is ſo vitely abuſed, as 


though it had been rather oꝛdained to lerue Bacchus 4 Ve- 
nus, the people being grown ſo careles, negligent ⁊ licenci⸗ 
ous, to feaſt when they ſhould faſt, play when they ſhould 
pꝛap, laugh when they ſhould weepe foꝛ their ſinnes, as 
though there were neither God noꝛ diuell, heauen noꝛ hel. 

As cuery honeſt nature hath affections gov will to his 
natiue ſoile x place of birth, ſo ought euery god chꝛiſtian to 
haue a godly deſire to the ſoile of regencratio,+ plate of his 


new birth by Baptilme, which is the temple of God, the 


ſchole of Chꝛiſt, nurſe of ch2iſtianity,to make open con- 
feſſion of his ſins, x rehearſal ot᷑ his faith:to intreat foꝛ par- 
don, pꝛay foꝛ things neceſſary,giue thaks foꝛ benefits paſt, 
to celebꝛate the ſacraments, to heare and learn his duty, x 
right way to ſaluation, to beleeue trulv, liue honeſtly, and 
walke vpꝛig htly. If the ground peeld not ſap to the tree, it 
will ſoone ſeare and wither away: if the lampe be not fed 
with oyle, it muſt needs go out: if any liuing thing be kept 


from nouriſhing, it cannot liue: euen (ſo, if the faith of a 


Chꝛiſtian do not receiue continuall ſap # moiſtnes of the 
heaut̃ly woꝛd, fed with the oile of ſweet pꝛomiſes in Chꝛiſt, 
and nourtſhed with the wholeſome bꝛead of life, it cannot 
continue, but conſume and die. The ſeed of the Goſpel muſt 
ſtil be ſown in our hearts, oꝛ we cannot reap the harueſt of 
eternall life:where pꝛopheſie faileth, the people periſh. 
Then the Loꝛd of a manoꝛ appointeth his tenants a day 
to come to his Court, the rolles are laid open, the Steward 
is ready pꝛepared to giue the charge, the tenants are dutiful 
to come, attentiue to heare, x diligent to execute their loꝛds 
will: and if any ſhall chance to be abſent, oꝛ come after the 
charge be giuen, no doubt the Lo2d wil be very angry,# ſet 
a fine vpon his head: euen ſo the Loꝛd of all Loꝛds, of whom 
and at whoſe wil we haue reteiued, r doe hold all that euer 
we haue, doth euery ſabboth day keepe his court at his tem⸗ 
ple, Church, oꝛ houſe ot pꝛaier, his rols the ſacred Bible is 
laid open, the Steward oꝛ iniſter is ready to giue the 


charge, tell euerp man his duty: x if any of his tenants 02 


people be abſent,+ refuſe to come, no doubt the 10 = 
elfe 


er 


N IS ' STR 
I - : poet 
N Re ONT zl x » . p . A FA 

Py LSD be Fes nol OO ES: FPS OR ES RR TOI Rey Pg On 


* J.. ⁵ ⅛ ðͤ K ˙²˙ 9 
3 V7 AE et WE LOW Fa En; 
Ie WR 5 ee e 8 : 


thanks of an humble penitent heart, ⁊ therfo2e he that will 


A SVMMONS FOR SLEEPERS. 33 


ſelf wil be angry, oz if they come after the charge, when ſer⸗ 
uice oꝛ ſermon is done, they were as good not come at al:A- 
gain, ſuch adutiful tenant as deſires to ſtand in his Loꝛdes 
fauoꝛ, will now e then p2epare to bzing him a pꝛeſent, ſuch 
as he knoweth his Lo2dloucth:but no pꝛeſent is moꝛe pꝛe- 
cious in the fight of our heauenly Lo2d, than the pꝛapers 


pleaſe him, + ſtadinhis fauo2,muſk often feed his appetite w 
ſuch pꝛeſents. The Papiſts ofa blind zeale,in time of dark⸗ 
nes, would not fkick to riſe vp at midnight to publike p2ay- 
er, faſt with bzcad + water,ſuffer hunger and cold, run ſom⸗ 
times an hundꝛed mile bare foted + bare legged, to ſceke a 
dumb Jmage:but our p2ofcfſed pꝛoteſtants haning the true 
light of the Goſpel, their pꝛaier # deuotion is faint and cold 
as vce, t their diſobedience greater than their fathers igno⸗ 
rance. When they com together, it is rather of compuiſion, 
cuſtome oꝛ faſhion ſake, then of any godly zeale: much like a 
ſullen, ſtubboꝛn t froward ſeruant, that when his maſter 
calleth hün, tommeth grudging with a ſow2e mopling coũ⸗ 
tenance, mumbling a dogs pater noſter, and with leſſe reuc- 
rence then thoſe th2& halfe penny ſeruants, that Eſop hyꝛed 
to heare him recite his fables. 

The Apoſtle S. Paul ſayth, that foꝛaſmuch as man is the i⸗ Cor. 11. 
mage of Gods gloꝛp, he ought not in time of p2opheſping oꝛ bn 
pꝛapers, to coucr 92 diſhono2 his head: z in another place, f, 

At the name of Jeſus, euerp knee ſhall bow: 6 the P2ophet jnrecciuine 
Eſay, Al knees ſhal bow vnto me, ſaith p Loꝛd. The meeteſt the communi- 
geſture ⁊ ſeemlieſt behauioꝛ at pꝛaper and thankſgiuing, is on, we proy 
kneeling: ſo pꝛaped Daniel, Paul # Chziſt himſelfe ; but our ene 
people are grown ſo ſtubbozn, wilful + wayward, that in pus. 
ſtead of humility + reuerence, they fall to kick at their duty, Erh. 3.14 
thinke ſcoꝛn to vncouer their heads in time of ſermõ oꝛ ſer; Luke 22.41. 
uice, foꝛ hurting their caps: oꝛ to kneele at the name of Jc- 
ſus fo2 wꝛeſting their topnts : oꝛ loke vp to heauen when 
they pꝛav, foꝛ wzinkling their ruffes. Theſe people are 
therfoꝛe poſſeſſed with diuels, they lleepe in ſin, x it is high 
time to awake them. 

In times paſt, he that had learned the ſeuen liberal arts, 
as 


734 A SVMMONS FOR SLEEPERS. 


as G2zammar,the key of knowledge, Logike, the rule of rea- 
ſon,Rethozike,the mother of eloquente, Puſicke, the [wert 
recreation of wearied minds, Aſtronomp, the ſecret know 

ledge of nature, and courſe of the heauens, Arithmetike, the 
art of numbꝛing, x Geometry, to woꝛke by rule, compaſſe, 


. waight x meaſure, he had obtained, ⁊ gotten euen a woꝛld of 


True ſimple 
meaning al- 
keth Gods 
Þbieſſma.oand 
double dealing 
double pun th 


men. 


„ 


wealth a treaſure. But in theſe our wꝛetched dapes, the 8. 
liberall ſcience, called Ars adulandi, the golden art of flatte- 
rv, hath won the gole, & ſitteth in foꝛtunes lap, ſo that vi h⸗ 
ont ſkiilin that art, though neuer ſo well ſeen in the reſt, a 
man ſhal hardly find means to ſhift in the woꝛld, Qui neſcit 
diſſimulare, neſcit viuere: Theſe flattring claw backs, ſtu⸗ 
dents of bꝛazen fate tolledge, are no doubt à moſt dagerous 
t contagious kind of vermin, as intolerable amongſt men, 


as wolues amongſt lambs. Rauens eate not men trll they 


be dead, but theſeſmoth gloling Arch⸗paraſites, with two 
kaces in one hod, like Janus, two toungs in a head, like Iu- 
das, and two hearts in a beſt, like Ma gus, do daily eat men 
quicke,+ becom ſo familiar with the ſuperio?2 ſoꝛt, that they 
> b2ing to palle euen what they liſt, ſo as the world ſeemeth 
to be divided between the ſecret dillembler, ⁊ the open blaſ⸗ 
phemer. Theſe paraſites are therfoꝛe poſſeſſed with ſome 
great captain dinell, they lleepe in fin: the Lozd of his mer⸗ 
tv conuert them, leſt they periſh themſclues, oz of his iu⸗ 
ſtice confound them, foꝛ infecting of others. 

This land therfoꝛe is vildly cozrupted with intolerable 
pꝛide, with ſuch a conkuſed mingle mangle, and variety of 
apiſh topes in apparrell, euerp dap flating in new faſhions, 
to dekoꝛme Gods wo2zkemanſhip in their bodies, as great 
monſtrous ruffes, ſtarched in the diuels licour, # ſet with 


French nets do inſtrumtts of vanity, doublets with great burſen bellies, 
catch Englih ag though their guts were ready to fall out, ſome garded 


$291CS, 


like French men, ſome fringed like ruffims, ſome their 
heads Turkiſh, their backes Spaniſh, and their waſts Jta- 
lian:ſome their hatre curled, and their beards wzithen, to 
make them looke grim and terrible, as though they had 
ſeen the diuel, with long daggers at their backs to kill eue⸗ 


ry one they meet pꝛouder then thẽſelues, with ſuch riotous 


exceſle, 
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*erceſſe, vain curioſity, that J thinke they haue made 4 

league with ſatan, a couenant with hell, and an obligation 
with the diuell, to marry his eldeſt daughter: they ſleepe in 
ſin, & are as eaſie to be waked o2 refoꝛmed, as the old woꝛld 
was at the pꝛeaching of Noe, oꝛ the latter age at the pꝛeach⸗ 
ing of Chꝛiſt. ide is the mother of hypocriſie, the enemy 
of deuotion, the nurſe of enny,o2 the fountain ot all vice: ſin 
was the cauſe why God did firſt giue vs apparrell, not as 
badges of pꝛide to feed the eyes of vain-gazing fols, but ta 


couer our ſhams t keep vs from cold: Quid ſuperbis terra Chryſoſt. 


& cinis, quid veſte nitida gloriaris, ſubter te ſternitur tinea, 
& operimentum tuum erunt vermes, hæc tua veſtis erit. 

Again, our country is moſt oꝛribly choaked and ouer⸗ 
grown with multitudes of dꝛunken toſpots, vile lecherous 
whoꝛemongers, filthy intiſing dꝛabs, which vices do ſg 
greatly otfend both the maieſty of God, the law of nature, 
and the common wealth, that if the very ſtones in the ſtreet 
could ſpeake, they would cry out vpon it. Yet by means of 
greaſing, bꝛibing, and coꝛrupting of officers,put in truſt to 
puniſh them, it is no moze accounted ot, but a ſpo2t oꝛ game 
to laugh at, as though heauen e hell were nothing elſe but 
old wines fables to feare and latter childꝛen withal. Theſe 
are(nodonbt)potſelſed with diuels, they ſicepe in lin, and it 
is hich time to awake them. 


If fitthy Whozemaſters would waigh with themſelnes , Luke 18. 


how God doth know the very ſecrets of the hart, « ö of his 
iuffice he wil leaue no ſin vnpuniſhed, either in this wozld, 
92 in the woꝛld to tom, they wold ſurely be afraid to Bo pm 
his light, which ts ſo lothſome and odrous to be done inthe 
p2eſence ofan honeſt earthiy man. It is a thing anoſt filthy 


F againſt nature, that a pꝛofeſſed chaiſtian, an adopted child 1 == 16 
of God, a mẽber of Chailt, tẽple of the holy Ghoſt, redee- Tale 22.24. 
med W no leſle pꝛite, than by ſhedding the very heart bloud Joh. 15.34. 


ofthe dear 4 only beloued fon of God, ſhould take that fame 
body eE member of Chʒiſt, æ make it the meber of an harlot.s 


Gregory cd̃pareth lechery toafiery furnace, whereof the Gregory. 


mouth is gluttony,$ flame p2ide,þ ſparkles filthy wo2ds,þ 
{mokeanenill name, the 8 pouertp, ⁊ d W t cõ⸗ 
uſion: 


36 A SVMMMONS FOR SLEEPERS. 


fuſion! at the laſt ſaith Salomon) it biteth like a ſerpent, x 
ſtingeth like an adder;Whozedome, beſides the infamy of ; 
woꝛld, it waſteth the gods, withereth the body, detayeth 
the health, ſhoꝛtneth the life, x maketh a man ſtinke in the 
ſight of God. 

The vice ok dꝛunkennes in like manner conſu meth the 
wealth, ſurfets the body, dulleth the wit, dummeth y vnder- 
ſtãding, troubleth the (enſes,+ without repentãce bzingeth 
both body + ſoule into hell: And therfoꝛe if eyther the fear af 
God, the ſhame ok the woꝛld, the deſire to be in their right 
wits, to line in health of body, oꝛ to eſcape p miſerable.ſtate 
of beggerv, may moue them to repentance # amendment, it 
is now time to awake, deteſt, x auoid ſuch ho2rible wicked⸗ 
nes, which do iuſtly merite a ſhoꝛt life, æ a ſhamefull end. 
There was neuer moe ſincere pꝛeaching, noꝛ ſo little fol⸗ 
lowing, ſo great perfwaſions to honeſty + vertue, t ſo many 
giuen ouer to vice ⁊ naughtines:ſo much exhoꝛtatiõ to loue 
t charity, x ſo many ſtuffed with hatred « enuy. Ne great⸗ 
ly complain of the vnfruitfulnes of the earth, the coꝛruptiõ 
of the ay2e,the vnconſtantnes of the wozld, + time that ſlips 
ſo faſt away: but we complain not againſt our owne ſelucs, 
fo2 whoſe ſinful liues, the very heanes do weep:we pꝛofeſfe 
to be the followers of Chꝛiſt, vet in chuſha behauioꝛ much 
inkerioꝛ to the heathen Ethnikes v knew not God, who pal⸗ 
ſcd vs as far in god liuing, as we paſſe the in god learning: 
we greatly delight to beare the name of Abrahams childze , 
yet not ſo willing to kil one wicked affection that offendeth 
God, as Abraham was at his cõmandement to kill his only 
beloued ſon. It is ſaid that the Caſtoꝛ « the Elephãt being 
hunteb, the one fo2 the vertue of his genitoꝛs, the other foꝛ 
his toth:the Caſtoꝛ biteth off his gemto2s, t the Elephant 

findeth a mean to wꝛeſt ont his twth,and caſt them away to 
ſaue their bodies, but our people had rather both Pꝛeacher 
t pulpit were ſet on fire, then they would caſt away their 
filthy vices to ſane both body 4 ſoule. The ſea-man know- 
eth his tide,the ſwallow her time, «& the Crane her ſeaſon : 
but our people are ſenſeles, the tempeſtuous winds, the 


waues of the Te the very dinels themſclugs did m_ F 
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obey his woꝛd: but they ſleepe ſo ſoundly in ſin,that neyther 
the infamy r ſhame of the woꝛld can moue them,no2 al gen⸗ 
tle admonitions allure them, noꝛ the terrible thꝛeatnings 
of hell toꝛments once feare them, noꝛ the filthines of ſin that 
ſeemed ſo odious to the very Infidels withdꝛaw them, noꝛ 


the continuall pꝛeaching of all creatures vnder heauen, . 


perſwade them to repent and amend. S. Anthony being a 
man vnlearned,hadno other boks but theſe, & he that can 
behold theſe ercellent boks,ſetting foꝛth the wiſdome and 
godlines of almighty God, without pꝛayſing and glo:ifying 
his name, is woꝛſe than a b2ute beaſt. 

The Sun, Mone and Stars, by whoſe heate and light, 


the whole woꝛld is nouriſhed z gouerned, doe dayly pꝛeach Pall g. 


vnto vs: The beauty of the heauens,the whoteſomneſſe of 


the ayꝛe, and the plentifulnes of the earth do daily teach vs, 17. 


the pleaſant vallepes, delightfull ſpꝛings, and rich mines of 


treaſures, do dayly inſtrust vs: the govly kruitfull trees, Vat é. 


medicinable hearbs, ⁊ ſweet fragrant flowers, moꝛe glo2t- 


only attired then Salomon in all his royalty, doe dayly ad⸗ Job. 12. 
month vs: aſke the beaſts of the field, the fiſhes of the ſea, 


and the fowles of the apꝛe, and they will tell thee r ſay, We 
were all created + oꝛdayned foꝛ the vſe and pꝛofite of man. 
Pea,our ſauio2 Chꝛiſt himſelf calleth daily vpon vs, Yong 
man ariſe,Daniſeltariſe, Lazarus come foꝛth, dead ſinner a- 
wake: but our eares are deafe,our minds obſtinate, and our 
ſenſes without feeling. Seeing the that God hath knocked 
at the doꝛe of our tonſciences, by ſo many # ſund2y means, 
t ok his mercy hathtarryed wayting ſo long foꝛ amendmtt, 


if cannot be but great vengeance muſt needs follow. Yar- z;.... .. 


nous fins do call down grieuous plagues, euerp Kingdome- 
diuided within it ſelfe (ſaith our Sauiour Chziſt) ſhall be 
deſolate: but England, by ſects, factions, hereſies, æ ſchiſmes 
is diuided in it ſelfzthe Lo2d of his mercy defend it fro that 


Whith followeth. If God ſo ſharply puniſhed one fin in A- Plat. 12.35. 


dam and the Angels, what may wee that haue committed 
ſuch a multitude of ſins lok foꝛ: It we ſhall peeld an accoat 
foꝛ enery idle woꝛ d, what reckoning ſhal we make fo2 ſuch 
hoprible offences, both in woꝛds and actions: God is ſaid 
En 3 to 


er. 5 t. 
Pfal. 18. 


Plal. y. 
Gal 6.7. 
Iohn 5.30. 


Mat. 10.15. 


Mat. 1 1. 21. 
Luk 11. 


Gen. 6. 
Deut. 1 3. 
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to haue fert of lead, but hands of yꝛon, hecommeth flowlp ;. 


but when he commeth he payeth home: as one man ſmi⸗ 


ting another, the higher he lifteth vp his hand, the greater 
is the ſtroke : euen ſo, the longer that God tarryeth looking 


foꝛ amendment, the greater will his puniſhment be when it 
commeth. If we will not glo21fie his name in repenting, x 
turning vnto him, he wil gloꝛ iſie hunſelf in reuenging and 
hcaping plagues vpon vs. He is the God of iudgement, and 
L o2d of reuenge, at whoſe woꝛd v very heauens do tremble 
the earth doth quake, the mountains ſhake:he is a righte- 
aus and wiſe Judge, he ſearcheth the verv ſecrets of the 
heart & raines, he will not be mocked noꝛ deceiued, nepther 
will excuſes go foꝛ paiment in his ſight : he is righteous , 
t iuſt in all his dealing, faithfnl and true of his pꝛomiſe, his 


woꝛd is al wapes moſt certain and ſure, pea and Amen: that 


ercept we repent, we ſhall all periſh in our ſins: thoſe Þ re⸗ 
fuſe his mercy ſo louinglp offred, ſhal ſurely fel his iuſtice. 

To fall into ſin, commeth of humane weaknes, but to lie 
ſtill & ſlecpe in ſin, after ſo much teaching by his creatures, 


his woꝛzd, his wꝛitings, his pꝛeachers, f his own example, 


is pꝛoper onely to the way ward imps of ſathan, Sodom and 
Gomor, Tire & Sidon, the Niniuites Queen of the South: 
ſhall riſe vp at the laſt day e condemn this generation: foꝛ i 
the doctrine and mpꝛacles which haue been ſhewed amongſt 
theſe, had been done amongſt them, they had long ſince re⸗ 
pented in ſackcloth and aſhes. 

Though à be earneſt, beare w me, J touch not thaſe that 
be god, x ſap to little to thoſe that be naught: J appeale tg 
God who knoweth theſe things to be true, e to the wozld, 
who canot foz ſhame deny them. And if J haue ſaid nothing 
but the truth, then blame not me, but go about pour own a⸗ 
mendment: foꝛ ſteing that all fleſh haue ſo coꝛrupted the 
Loꝛds wap, & that ſuch abomination is w2ought amongſt 
men, ⁊ the meaſure of miquity heaped ſo kull, it muſt needs 
follow, p the iudgements of God are not far off. No doubt, 
his bow is ready bent, the arrowes of his vengeance are 
dꝛabon to the head, his fire is kindled, & his w2ath is gone 
aut, and ready to bee powꝛed vpon the contemners of his 


0 law, 


— 


\ 
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de "oF law, and therefo2e high time to awake from ſinne. 
s 1 5 When Dauid killed Vrias, and committed adultery with 
A be, his wife,he flept in ſin, but being waked by Nathan y P20- @ 
x phet, he repented earneſtly;when Mary Magdalen was poſ- 
t 95 ſelled with ſeuen diuels, ſhe ſlept in ſin, but being awaked 
x S by hearing the ſound of Chꝛiſts Coſpell, ſhe lamented pit- Luke 7.37. 38. 
0 5 tifully:when Peter foꝛſ ware his maſter, he ſlept in ſin, but 
U * being wakened by the crowing ofa litle cocke, he went out 14. 14.7 1.72. 
e 5 and wept bitterly. | | 
- = It is a common vſage in Cities x great towns,to awake 
e > the people from ſleep,+ giue them knowledge that night is 
1 1 wel nigh gon, x the day at hand, either by playing of waits, 
a = ringing of bels, ſounding of trumpets, oꝛ ſinging ofpſalms: 1 11,17. 
5 1 E in country villages, the cocke is a neceſſarp bird foꝛ the ec, 58. 
5 Bi ſame purpoſe: euen ſo the Pꝛeachers of the woꝛd, as waits Ezech.z3s: 
; En they haue played vato pou, as trumpets they haue ſounded 
A bdut the wozwd of life vnto vou, as bels they haue rung out 
1 7 5 his heauenly wil vnto pou, as pſalmiſts thep haue ſung his 
f 5 wond2ous woꝛks vnto vou, t as cocks they haue crowed 
_ . t warned pou to pꝛepare your ſelus, foꝛaſmuch as the night 
5 oz time of darknes is welnigh ſpent, e the vay of ſaluation 
- t hand. Ann as a little after midnight the cocke doth crow * 
f | little while, ethenceaſeth:about thre ofthe clock ſome- I 
is | £ what langer: t whe it dzawethnear day, very long & thicke: 
2 f 3 tuen ſo in the time of n. Henry the 8. out Engliſh cocks be⸗ 
3 gan to crow alittle while, and afterward in King Edwards Z 
£ 6 dayes ſomewhat longer: but in her Paieſties late happy a 
0 5 raigne, they haue crowed aboue foꝛtꝑ years together: and 
bs nao to warn vou that the night is paſt, and day is euen at 2 þ 
g 8 hand,they crow thicke, thicke, and therefoꝛe time now, oz | 
1 7 elſe neuer to awake from ſin, and caſt away the deæds of | F 
e 5 darkenes. Mhile the huſbandman ſlept, the enemy came & _ 
1 Es ſowed tares amongſt the wheat: while the fooliſh virgins 2.13.25. 
8 — flept without oyle in their lamps, the bzidegrome came, t 
t, ſhut them out from the wedding: foꝛaſmuch therefoze as Mar.z 5.10. 
e 75 we know not when the maſter of the houſe will come, let ner 40 
Ie 1 vs awake vp and watch, leſt he find vs ſleeping: behold, JJ ar. 13.3 3. 
6 come as a thiefe (ſaith the nen is he that watcheth, 
ny 3 and 


2 


r 
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and keepeth his garments of faith and charity, let he walke 
Cor.16.1 3, naked, and men ſee his filthines.Watch(ſaith the Apoſtle) 
21:14 5, tand faſt in faith, be ſtrong, continue in p2ayer, ⁊ quit your 
ſelues like men, foꝛ the time is at hand. HERS e 
Some learned men by certain toniectures haue painted 
ont the time « ſcaſon of the laſt iudgement:alledging the o⸗ 
racle of Elias, that the woꝛld ſhuld ſtand two thouſad yeers 
befo2e the law, two thouſand in the law, x two thouſand in 
the tune of grace: and out of S. Peter, akhouſand peeres {32 
with God, is but as one day,+ one day as a thouſand years. 7 
And as in ſix dayes the Loꝛd made the woꝛld, and reſted the 1 
ſeuenth day, ſo within the tompaſſe of fire thonſand pears , pr. 
he will gather his Churchby the miniffery of his wo2d, Fx F 
the leuenth keep holy his euerlaſting Sabboth. Again, that + 
Henoch Elias, the one in generation, the other in compu⸗ 
Cen. g. tation in vears, being the ſeuenth fro Adam, the firſt in not 1 
Icb 21.5. taſting of tempoꝛal death, as the other 6. fathers befoꝛe him, 1 
4. C. was a figure of the laſt day: the ſecond being taken vp in a 25 
ens. 7. fiery Chariot, did pꝛefgute the aſcenſion of the clect, mee⸗ 1 5 
ting their redeemer in the clouds. Hereupon they conclude, + 7 
that the woꝛld ſhall not ſtand aboue ſix thouſand pears. And 
to pꝛoue that it ſhall not ffand fo long, they alleage the ſay- 
ing ok dur Sauioꝛ Chꝛilt, that foꝛ the Olects fake ſhe dayes 
of our affticttion ſhall be ſhoittied. Again, where the Angel 
Vriel anſwered Eſdras, about thꝛee thouſand, fiue hundꝛed 
ycars after the creation of the woꝛld, that the time paſt was 
much moꝛe the the time to comet+ where it was pꝛeſcribed 
in the law, that about the eurening dt thes. day, the Sabboth 
Lori. 23. thould begin: And as the Iſraelites were deliuered from 
bondage by Moſes in the firt veare, fo ſhal the Chꝛiſtians be 
deliuered frõ their wear iſom bondage of this wicked wo2ld 
up Chꝛiſt in the ſixt age. Thon tom they to avmat a certain © 
pyrar, tũparing the time from the bir th or our ſanto: Chꝛiſt, a, 
vnto his paſſion; being 3 3 wears, with the time that Luther bt 
and other godly men began to pꝛeach the Goſpell, till the | 
great perſetution of the members of Chꝛiſt in Germany, 
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' A. SYMMONS FOR *SLEEPERS, 41 
of Jeruſalem, a figure the end of the woꝛld, being fo2ty 
pears, with the time of the ſaid perſecution, til the year of 
Gzace 1588. the like quantity of 40. years- They note 


moꝛeouer, that in euer 7-92 ꝙ· vear of mans life, called Cly Leuit. 2 5. 


macterian pears, do happen great alteration and dangers , 
diuers famous men haue ended their lines in the ſame, as 
Luther, Melancthon, Munſter, and Peter Martyr, with di⸗ 
uers others: ſo haue there hapned euer /.and 9.age of the 
wozld great alterations and changes, and in the ſaid yeare; 
15 88. the age of the woꝛld being diuided by ſeuen, maketh 
iuſt ſeuen times nine, oꝛ nine times ſeuen. Again, alter ſe⸗ 
uen times ſeuen, was alwaies the pear of Jubile:hereunto 
agreeth an old Pꝛopheſie, reciten by Melanctbon, and tran⸗ 
flated out of Germanitall rime into Latiur by Cyprian, & 
after engliſhed, as followeth: 
When after Chriſts birth there be expired, 
Of hundreths 1 5 yeares, eighty and eight: 
Then commeth the time of dangers to he feared, 
And all mankind with dangers it ſhall Fright: 

For if the world in that yeare doe not fall, 

I dea and Land then periſh ne decay: 
Vet Empires all, and Kingdomes alteriſtrall, 

20 Andnmmtoeaſe hituſelft,ſhalbfinde n AY mey 
But leauing theſe learfiedmen with their learned conie⸗ 
(tures, whoſe iudgements are pet moꝛe tolerable then thoſe 
mor kers, which S. Peter ſpeaketh of, who ſhali come in the 
latter vnes;xrſay; Mhere is the pꝛomiſe ofhis comming? 
z ſiute the Fathers dien, all things t ontinue in the ſame 
eſtate, wherin they were at the beginning: t let vs content 
our ſeturs with the woꝛds of dur ſauioꝛ Chꝛiſt: Ot that day 
t howꝛe knometh no man, no not the Angels in heauẽ, noꝛ 
vet the ſon himtelfe, laue the father only. It is not foꝛ vou 


to know the times and teaſons, which the father hath put itt 2 2 wa 3 3-4- 


his ohm power. The day ofthe Loꝛd wil come as a thiefe i in * 
the night, + as it was in the vapes of Noe and Lot, ſo ſhall it "= 
be in the Bay when the lon of man wil come, they ate, dꝛank, 


married, x vere married, x the flouvis the fire tame, and de Mor 24,37, 39. 


Arotenthemmll. Vetaar wing reveaner,ofaſingular affe- "ag 
Ce clio“ 
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2 Thel..3. 
Mat.24. 


Luk. 17. 
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tion to tomfoꝛt his poꝛe afflicted members, hath fozewar- 
ned vs of certain ſigns ⁊ tokens which ſhuld appear befo2e 
his coming, by the courſe wherof we map eafily comecure 
the euents following, as the counning of Antichuſt,and his 
faiſe pꝛophets, rumoꝛs of wars, hungers & peſtilence, perſe⸗ 
cuttons x troubles, abaunding of wickednes, eclips of ſun 
t man, + the vntuerſall pꝛeaching of the Goſpel : 4 left vs 
an example of the fig tree, which beginning to bud,doth ma- 
nifeſtiy ſhew, that ſũmer is neare. And as beholving a man 
whoſe eyes war dim, his eares deafe, his head bald, his face 
wꝛinkled, his haire white hoarp, his back croked, his legs 
to fold vnder him, his toung to falter, his teeth to fall out of 


Mar. 2 3. 2 8.29. his head, his bloud to be cald, t his body feeble and ſickely, 


* 


which are all incident to humane nature: they be euident 
tokens to ſhew, that the end of his naturall life is at hand. 
Cuen ſo when we ſee theſe ſignes afoꝛeſaid, come to paſſe, 
thep doe moſt certainely pzemontſh and foꝛe warne all the 

people vpon the earth, whom the ends ofthe woꝛld are com 
vpon, that the day of the Loꝛd is not far behind. 


That Antichaiſt is reuealed, æ al theſe ſigns e tokens paſt, 


all Chaiſtenwom haue felt the ſmart therof,+ our pzeſet age 
ca witnes. So many authoꝛs of ſects, + bꝛochers of dinelrſh 
hereſies,wereneuer heard of befo2ze in any age fro the be- 
ginninng: who hath not either felt oz heard, what 
Wars, vpꝛoꝛes t᷑ bloudſhed in al lãds: Foz hu 


| 9 
Samaria, Ieruſalem, Sanuxurie, w an ok other pla⸗ 


ces, where through ertremitp, they h dꝛiuen to eate, 
not only venemous beaſts x their oꝛdure, but alſotheir 


own childzen can teſtiſie. Again, who hath not read oꝛ heard 
what woderful ſtrage eclips of (un c mon, terrible blazing 
ſcars, gliſtring comets, dꝛeadfull coniunctions of planets , 
ſkrange flaſhing of fireiny elements, alteration of þ hea⸗ 
uens, reſẽbling, as it were, the coũtenance of p angry iudge. 
What raging e ſwelling of flouds,fearfull trẽbling « qua⸗ 
king of p earth, hoꝛrible tempeſts,vehemet winds x vnſea- 
ſonable weather, what loathſom monſters & other pꝛovigi⸗ 
dus ſights, contrarp to the courſe ofnature,ſo as it ſeemes 
& all the creatures of God are angry,+ thzeate our deſtrut⸗ 
| tion. 
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tion. Al which, no doubt, are Gods heralds of arms, to ſhew 

vnto p woꝛld, that himſelt is not far behind. Again, the vni⸗ 

uerſall pꝛeaching ofthe Goſpel, in ſpight of Antichꝛiſt r his 

curſed crew, ſo as no natton cã iuſtly excuſe it ſelf, and ſay , 

they haue not heard the ſound therof. And pet notwithſtan⸗ 

ding, ſuch grieuous abounding of all wickednes, that if the | 
Led ſhould not com quickly,no fleſh ſhuld be ſaued: again, Mat 13 20. 


Fi earth it ſelfe waxeth weake 4 feeble fo2 age: & therefoꝛe 


not ſo fruitful as in times paſt: plants + hearbs haue leſſe 

vertue. Again, the vears do change their naturall courſe, e⸗ 

uery year bꝛingeth koꝛth new tidings, euerp liuing crea- 

ture liueth ſhoꝛter time the heretofoꝛe. This is called Ætas 

de crepita, E therfoꝛe euen by courſe of nature it muſt needs 
be, p the day of the Lo2d is at hand, that our redeemer is euẽ 

ready coming to iudge the earth, ta keep his gensrall Par- 

liament of refoʒmation, to ſearch Ieruſalem thzgughout W Aa 11. 
candle light, to reuenge ths bloud of his ſeruants, recom- 
pence their enemies as they haue ſerued the, c reward the Ap oe 6.10. 
acco2ving ta their wickednes. He cometh triüphing in ma- PA. 94 vic. 
ieſty x honoꝛ, acc õpanied w Angels, Archangels, and all the Mat.z 5.zr. 
hoſts of heauẽ: he cometh with the voice of afearfull trum Alt. 0. 
— e terrible ſound, the very heauẽs ſhalmoue, b 1 hel 16. 

eas ſhal roare, d clouds ſhall rent, the earth ſhall tremble 1. Cor. 15.5. 
t quake:a conſuming fire ſhal go befaꝛe him, and a mighty PHH. 51. 
tempeſt ſhalbe ſtirred vp round about him, when great Je- £7 65. 
richo ſhal be taſt down W the blaſt of Ioſuaes trũpets: when ws 1 * 
non ſhal ſcape ſafe but the houſe of Rahab the harlat, which lou . 
receiued the meſlengers, that is to ſap, thoſe penitent ſin⸗Heb. 11.2 
ners which obediently receiue the meſlage of the Goſpell, 
whe al ſoules ſhalbe ioined to their bodies, gathered from 
d 4-co2ners of the woꝛld, to receiue iuſt reward celcſtial oꝛ 
inkernall: when euery one ſhalbe called to peeld account of 7147.24. 
his talent, how he hath imploped his wealth, wiſdome, Apoc. 10. 1; 
ſtrength oꝛ beautp, to the benefit and p2ofit of his bzethzen , 14,15. 
how he hath ruled his affections,moztificd his appetites, x | 
behaued hunſelfe in his calling. Mhen his obedient childꝛẽ 
Chal be dinided from the wicked repꝛobates, & go meet their 
louing redgemer in the clouds, of whom they ſhal hear that 
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tovful ſentence pronounced with achearfull countenance; 


Come vyee bleſſed of my Father, inherit the kingdom pꝛepa⸗ 


red foꝛ vou frõ bekoꝛe the foundation of the woꝛld was laid: 
when the wicked hal hear p dꝛeadfull ſentencep2onounced 


of their angry Judge: Depart frõ me pe curſed into euerla⸗ 
ſting fire, pꝛ epared foꝛ y deuill ⁊ his angels: when they ſhal 
[ce x keele without the the woꝛld burning with fire, within 
the,the woꝛme of conſcience euer gnawing, aboue the their 
vnappeaſable Judge condemning the, beneath them, p ho2- 
rible confuſion of hell toꝛments, pꝛepared to denoure the,on 
their right hand their ſins accuſing the, on their left hand, 
the cruell enemy ready to execute Gods eternall ſentence 
againſt them: then wil they confeſſe (but to late) that the 


iudgements of God are true, æ ſav, did not we hear of this: 


then will they cry vnto Loꝛd, but he will not hear them, x 
deſire the mountains to fall vpon the, but all in vaine, they 
will not do them ſs much pleaſure: fire æ bzimſtone, ſtoꝛme 


k tempel, this ſhall be their poꝛtion to dꝛink, there ſhall bee 


Werping, wailing, + gnaſhing of teeth: whoſe dolefull + la⸗ 
mentable ſhꝛikes, hoꝛrible grieuous grones,depe hollow 
ſighes, terrible loathſome loks, ſozrowful mourning com- 
plaints,ſad melancholy thoughts,x heaup penſiue coceits , 
no toung is able to exp2eſſe:fo2 they go to frie in perpetuall 
toꝛments without remiſlion, æ vtter confuſion without re⸗ 
demption: The d2eadful place appointed foꝛ y execution of 
Gods vengeace,hath diuers names in the holy ſcriptures 2 
molt terrible to our lenſes, tending all to expꝛeſſe vato vs 5 p 
grieuoulnes of puniſhment, as hozrible darknes, vnquech- 

able tire, vnfattable hunger, e the gnawing ok a woꝛme: to 


 fignifie y miſerable opp2eſſion t hurling down, it is _ . 


Infernus,a dungeon of Gods wzath, o2 bottoniles pit : 
ſignifie the intolerable pain without cealing oꝛ end it is ©; 


| pared to a burning lake, the burning wherofis fire 4 much 


wd, r the bꝛeath of the Loꝛd as a riuer of fire ⁊ bumltone, 
doth kindle it: it is alſo called Gehenna,of Ge and hinnum, 
Which ſignifieth a valley nie vnto Ieruſalẽ wherein was a 
chappell, wher in the idolatrous Jewes did offer, & facriſite 
their childꝛen vnto a bꝛazen image, called Moloch, / 
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dcitp, when death e griefe ſhalbe cleane taken away, and all John 16.20. 


bpon p mountains out of his wap, in the midſt of a dark tẽ⸗ 


A.SVMMONS FOR SLEEPERS, 45 - 

being made hote, incloſed them in the hollownes thereof,x 

fo flue them, x left their ſhaiking ſhould moue any to pitt y 
them, they made an hideous noyſe with tabꝛets and dzums, Pal. p 
wherupon the place was called Jophet: thus will the Lo2d = , = 
ſpeak to his enemies in his wꝛath, t ver thẽ in his ſoꝛe diſe 
pleaſure, when his faithfull obedient childꝛen ſhall paſſe y 

emperiall heauens w their louing redeemer, to ioy in feli- 

city foꝛ euer with Abraham, Iſaac t᷑ Iacob, with all the nũ⸗ 

ber of godly Patriarks, the goodly fellowſhip of the Pꝛo⸗ 

phets, the gloꝛious copany of the Apoſtles, the noble army 

of Party2s,w Angels, Archangels, x all the ioyfull troups 

of heauenly powers. The ioies of heauen are pleaſãt totes, 

our eyes cannot ſee them, our eares cannot heare them, our 1. Cor. 2 9. 
hearts cannot conceiue thẽ, noꝛ our toungs expꝛeſſe them: Cor. . 14. 
as if a man ſhould pꝛomiſe his hoꝛſe a god banquet, they 

could imagine no other but pꝛouender & water to be their 

beſt chear, becauſe they know no daintier diſhes : euẽ ſo the 

naturall man, accuſtomed to the puddle of fleſhly pleaſure, 

his mind can mount no higher, to perceiue, diſcern, oꝛ vn⸗ | 
derſtand the things v be of God, ſo as the ioyfull pleaſurs of Vlath. . r. 
heauen are hidden fro his ſenſes. But ſeeing the wiſe men ß Po. 
came ſo far fro the Eaſt, did top ſo much to ſee Chil in the 

poꝛ manger, it muſt needs be much moꝛe iopfull to ſee him 

in his ſkate of gloꝛy. Seeing our vile coʒruptible bodies re⸗ 

ceiue of his godnes ſo manp benefits æ pleaſures; to ab2e- 

utate our wearines in this wꝛetched vale of miſery, where 1 
euerp of his creatures do ſerue vs in their kind, no doubt 

our heauenly palace, where we ſhal ſee him face to face, co- 

tameth maruellous great æ ioiful pleaſures. Seeing we re- 

teiue ſo many cdfoꝛtable bleſſings in the dap of ſoꝛrow and 5 
mourning, much greater ſhal our pleaſures be in p iopfull 1 Cor. 13.12. 
day of mariage. Seeing the pziſon and painful pilgrunage 

contain ſuch things, much moꝛe ſhal we find in our heauẽly 

par adiſe, whẽ we ſhal depart frõ pain ⁊ miferp, to top's feli⸗ 


tears wiped frö our eyes. It a ſeely po ma wadꝛing alone 3 , 


peſtuous night, void of cõpanp, deſtitute of monep, beaten 
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a5 A SVYMMONS FOR SLEEPERS. 
with rain, terrified with thunder, wearied withtranel,ſtiffe 
with cold, famiſhed with hunger, e wꝛapt in all kind of mi⸗ 
ſery,ſhould pꝛeſently vpon a ſudden, be placed in a godlp 


rich palate, w clear light, warm fire, ſweet ſmels,ſoft bedg, 


dainty meats,pleaſant companp, x delightfull Puſicke to 
comfo2t and cheare him, who could expꝛeſſe the ſudden top 
of this poꝛ miſerable wꝛetch⸗ et is it nothing in compari⸗ 
fon of thoſe vnſpeakable ioies pꝛepared foꝛ Gods elect chil- 
dꝛen in his heauenly paradiſe, where is no ſerpent totempt 
vs any moꝛe, but gloꝛy without compariſon, riches with- 
out meaſure, day without night, life without death, liberty 
without thꝛaldome, ſolace without ceaſing, and iop with⸗ 
out ending: to which kingdome the eternall God, the Fa⸗ 
ther, the Bon, and the holy Ghoſt, bzing vs. 
A PRAYER. 
Elpe Lord, for there is not one godly man left, the 
H faithfull are miniſhed from amongſt the children of 
men, they do but flatter with their lips, & diſſemble 
in their double hearts,they are become abominable in their 
doings,there is no feare of God before their eyes, the Oxe 
knoweth his owner, & the aſſe his maſters crib, but our peo- 
ple wil not know the judgements of the higheſt, The Turtle, 
the Storke & the Swallow, do know their appointed ſeaſõs, 
but this people is without vnderſtanding. O Lord how wic- 
ked are theſe our daies?if the very Turks and Infidels had 
heard thepreaching,& ſeen the woders that we haue done, 
they had long ere this repẽted & amended their liues to our 
confuſion. O Lord, we heare much with our eares, but our 
hearts remain ſtill as hard as flint ſtones, we rather feed our 
fancy than our faith, Lord conuert & amend vs, create in vs 
new & contrite harts, adorn our eyes with the teares of true 
repentance, & giue vs grace in eee ure to frame our 
lives according to thy heauẽly will, that by the courſe which 
thou haſt appointed tor vs in this vale of miſery, we may yer 
at the end, com toliue with thee in felicity for euer, through 
Ieſus Chriſt our onely Sauiour & Redeemer, to whom with 
the Father & the holy Ghoſt, three diſtin perſons, and one 
eternal God, be all honor, glory, prayſe & thanks, for euer- 
more, Amen. <p 


* 


E. FOR FASTOEY 


He office of a P2eacher is a dignity 
of great reuerente, honoꝛ and eftima- Apoc. 2.8. 12. 
tion. The holy Ghoſt doth call them * Obr. 4. 
Il the Angelles of the Loꝛd of hoaſtes, 
=1| diſpcenſo2s of his ſecrets,ſtewards of Toh.15.15, 
his houchold, « fellow wozkers with E=<<-33- 
Chꝛiſt himſelfe, Gods trumpeters to 
ſoũd out his woꝛd through the woꝛld, 
whoſe toungs are conſecrated to in⸗ | 
ffruct the ignozant,comfozt the weake,edific the ſimple, de⸗ Eb. 4.12. 
fend the truth,confute hereſies, r vice, and convert ſinners Bt. 16.15. 
vnto Chꝛiſt. A calling meet foꝛ the beſt ſoꝛt of men: ſuch as Apoc. r. 
are indued with comelp perſonage, a graue countenance, a Leuit. 21. 
bold ſp irit, and a manly courage, a god vertidus nature, x 
tiuill behauiour, a learned man, x a fruitfull toung. The Mal. 2. 
pꝛieſts lips ſhould pꝛeſerue knowledge, that the peoplemay 
ſecke the law at his month. About the ſkirts of Aarons E- Exod. 21. 
phod were hanged golden bels, alwaies ſounding, to ſigni⸗ 
fic that pꝛeachers muſt be apt, ⁊ able to ſound out the woꝛd 
of truth. He muſt be no green plant, but hard timber, well 
ſeaſoned with knowledge x experience, to inſtruct # teach 1. Tim. 3 6. 
ſoundly pꝛofound arguments & reaſons, to perſwade ⁊ dif 
ſwade pithilp, art r eloquence to ſtir vp æ delight pleaſant- 
lp, dilcretion and modeſty to oꝛder and gouerne politikelp, 
not onelp apt to flouriſh in a pulpit, but able alſo to play 
his quarter ſtrokes, defend his head Chꝛiſt, eſpeciallp in 
theſe our dangerous dapes, when ſathan is ſo buſie in ſow- 
ing of ſets and hereſies. He mult therfoze be wel furniſhed 
with canonicall anthozities,pithy ſavings, apt ſimilies, fit 
tompar iſons, familiar examples, and pꝛety hiſtoꝛie s meet 
- =, 8 beth 
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48 A PATTERNE FOR PASTORS, 

both fo comfo2tation,perſwaſion and delectation: foꝛ the 
multitude, as Horace ſàith, is like a monſtrous beaſt with 
many heads, x like dinerſity of natures, and commonly the 
moſt part ignoꝛant and foliſh: who though the doctrine be 
neuer ſo wholeſome, vet without variety are ſon dulled x 
wearied, ſo greatly is the nature of man delighted with no⸗ 
uelties:that without change and varictp, nothing ſeemeth 


pleaſant to his lothſome appetite, One kind of muſick, 


though neuer ſo ſweet, vet without variety it is lothſ om to 
the cares, One kind of meat, though neuer ſo dainty, pet 
without variety gluttiſh to the taſte: and one kind of matter 
though neuer ſo well kramed, vet without variety ſeemeth 


tedious to the hearers. And foꝛ that cauſe were figures firſt 
inuented, to refreſh the audience with pleaſure : and to this 


end ſerue Metaphoꝛs, fables, and wiſe ſayings of Poets 
and Philoſophers, which being rightly vnderſtod in ſenſe 
and allegoꝛv, and aptly applped in time and place conueni⸗ 
ent, contain very p2ofitable leſſons, to inſtruct vnto vertue 
t godlines, and as it were to ſpoyle the Egyptians of their 
Jewels: and ſo are the arts of Logike and Kethozike very 
neceſſary handmaids to Diuinitp, wherein are fiue things 
requiſite, as well in a Pꝛeacher, as in an Oꝛzatoꝛ. The firſt, 
inuentiõ to find out meet arguments and reaſons, to pꝛoue 
and confirm euery matter, whereupon queſtion map ariſe. 
The ſecond, diſpoſition, to frame and diſpoſe the matter in 
right oꝛder. The third, Clocution, to adozne and beautifie 
the ſame with apt woꝛds and picked ſentences. The fourth, 
a god memoꝛp, to pꝛeſerue and keepe ſuch things as the wit 
hath conceiued. The fift, pꝛonunciation, which is amode⸗ 
rate and ſeemly behauiour, both of vopce, geſture coun⸗ 


tenante, with a comelp motion of the body, and exactnes of 


ſpecch,ſo as the woꝛds do agree with the matter, and the ge- 
ſture w the mind, whereby the hearers are as much moued 
and delighted, as with doctrine it ſelfe. Demoſthenes being 
aſked what was the firſt, ſecond, and third points of an O⸗ 
ratoꝛ, anſwered, Pꝛonunciation: meaning that art with- 
out btterance is to ſmall purpoſe. Some ſpeake ſhzill, 
chozt and thicke, enery wozd tumbling oner in anothers 


necke, 
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A PATTERNE FOR PASTORS. 49 
necke, much like the cackling of Jacke dawes. Some are 


ſo fine and curious, as though euery woꝛd ſhouldbe waigh- 


ed in a ballance. Some whewle and pipe ſo ſmall, as though 
it were a pig whining foꝛ his bꝛeakefaſt. Some loke grim 
and ſtearn with the Melſhmans wag, the Italian ſhꝛugge, 
and the pꝛeciſian Sneuill, as though he came to fray the au⸗ 


dience. And ſome ſtand ſo long about inſtructing the ſoules, 


as though they had foꝛgotten the people had any bodies, 
Who do not ſo much edifie as tedifie. Whercas a comely , 
graue and moderate behauiour in vopte, geſture, and coun⸗ 
tenance, with a cleanc ſenſible tongue, to deliuer his woꝛds 
plainlp, diſtinctly, and modeſtly, with diſcretion to oꝛder the 
matter aptly,pithily and b21efly, doth beſt inſtruct, ſoneſt 
pꝛofite, and moſt ediſie. 

A good Pꝛeacher alſo muſt be wiſe,circumſpect * diſcreet 
in chooſing the ſeed moſt fit fo2 the ſople:remembꝛing, that 
as litle childꝛẽ may not alwaies be fed w vineger and ſharp 
ſauce, but rather with milke and ſweet pap :\o though ſom⸗ 
time it be neceſſary to bꝛuiſe andmollifie the hard ſtony af- 
fections of mens hearts, with the rigoꝛ of Gods fearcfull 
tudgements:yet rather to water them often with the ſweet 
cofoztable dew of his mercies in Chꝛiſt, acco2ding to the 
wiſe phyſicta, who tempereth his bitter medicines WIweet 
ſirops. He muſt not be high minded, wile in his own coceit, 
noꝛ curious in taking offence at e uery little triſie, but cha- 
ritable in iudging the beſt of all men, and patient in bearing 
d infirmities of euil men, foꝛ comon quiet ſake:foꝛ from the 
beginning, the Church was neuer either lo ripe in know⸗ 


were alwayes ſom wicked imps. Amongſt eight perſons in 


the Arke with Noah, was one naughty packe. Amongſt the Gen.s. 
twelue choſe Apoſtles with Chꝛiſt himſelt, was one Indas'; Nat. 26. 


and therefoꝛe, as if in Sodom there had been found but ten 
cod men, the whole City had been ſaued foꝛ their ſakes:ſo 
though ſome of their fellow miniſters lacke grace to liue as 
they ought, vet wold charity rather bear with ſome bad, be⸗ 
cauſe of ß god, the openly ta deface & diſcredit their * 

| e⸗ 


i F 


1.Cor.13. 


ledge,o2 purged in manners,but that great unperfections Iohn 4. 11. 
remained. In the houſes and families of godly Patriarkes 2. Tim. 2.24. 


Gen. 18. 


Om. 12. 
2. Tim. 2.24. 


co APATTERNE FOR PASTORS, 
Milem multos ygcauſe of ſome bad: The ſpirit of wildome is louing and 
oe ann gentle. The Apoſtle S. Paul would not haue thoſe that are 
vom lone. Endued with greater gifts, to vildain their bꝛethꝛen hauing 
centem con- leſſer, neither an elder rebuked rigoꝛouſlv, noz accuſation 
demnare. xeteiued againſt him vnder 2.02 3. witneſſes: but foꝛaſmuch 


3 75 as we are all fellow ſeruants, ⁊ none of vs without his im⸗ 
t 8 4. 
1. Tim. 5. perfections, de would haue one to ſuffer beare the weake⸗ 


be done thꝛough ſtrife oꝛ vain-glo2y, but in meekeneſſe of 

mind, cuery one to eſteeme another better than himſelfe: x 
whereas we haue diuerſity of gifts, 2 difference of admini⸗ 

Cor iz. trations, as euery one hath reteiued the gift, ſo one ta mi⸗ 
nitter to another, euerp one to meddle with his owne buſt 
. nes, knowing that euery one ſhall beare his own burthen, e 
3 3 reteiue his reward, accoꝛding to his own labour: he that 
Gal.6, lands, to take heed leſt he £:ll; as foꝛ his bꝛother, whether 
he ſtand oꝛ fall, that pertaineth to his own maſter, who be- 

ſtoweth not his gifts alike vnto all men, neither wil he re- 

quire 10.talents where he gaue but one: to whom much. is 

giut᷑, of him ſhall much be required. Some are endued with 

wiſdom, knowledge # iudgemtt, to diſcern truth from falſs 

hod, ſom with vtterance,memozy e boldnes, to inſtruc W 

tongue, ſom with godly deuotion, chꝛiſtian charity, and ho- 

neſt diſpoſition, to teach by exãple of life t conuerſation. He 

that carrieth bꝛick e moꝛter may be a god maſon, though 

not ſo expert as the maſter of the building. He that diggeth 

p ground may be a god gardener, though not ſo cunning as 

he that dꝛaweth the knot:he that tutteth the timber map be 

a god Carpenter, though not equal to him that contriueth 

yp houſe.Euen ſo the meaner ſoꝛt of miniſters, being honeſt 

men, woꝛking in the Loꝛds vinepard in ſom meaſure, whe⸗ 

ther it be by wꝛiting, readingoꝛ ſpeaking without bok map 

i be god Pꝛeachers, though not ſo fit foʒ the Pulpet as thoſe 
"1 which are indued with greater gifts: no doubt, their dili⸗ 
K | gence in doing their beſt,ſhall be acceptev with the poꝛ wi⸗ 
14 dows oblation. Though the Fletcher want ſtrẽgth to dꝛaw 
755 the bow, vet is hee a ſpeciall meane to further ſhoting : 
b though the Smith want ſkill to hold the plough, yet is he a 
ne⸗ 
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APATTERNE FOR PASTORS, 51 
neceſſary inſtrument to help fozward the wozke. Though 
the whetffone cannot cut ot it ſelf, yet is it needlul to make 
ſharpe the Sithe. So, though ſome want the gift of memo⸗ 
ry, and boldnes to inſtruct by pꝛeaching with tongue, pet 
may he be a pꝛofitable member in the Church, by teaching 


with pen. Our God is louing and gentle, x taketh in god Exod 35. 


Ar. 20. 


part the god will euen of the poꝛeſt and ſimpleſt of his chil⸗ 
dꝛen, pardoneth their imperfections, accepteth their obedi⸗ 
ente, and rewardeth them as liberally as the greater. 

2 god Pꝛeacher alſo muſt be carefull to keepe incredite "OY 
the authoꝛity of his office, not to vary in doctrine from his , 


ignoꝛant people, that may bꝛeede contention oꝛ diſcoꝛde. 
Finally, he muſt be a man ot honeſt life x converſation : fo2 , ; 


none can effectually teach the way to die wel, except himſelf 7.5 : 2, 


be ſuch a one as liueth well. The Pꝛieſts of the old Law , : 
were choſen without blemiſh, to ſignifie their lines with- -© 
out blame. The Apoſtle would haue them well tried to be 5. , - 3 
honeſt men, and of god repoꝛt, befoꝛe they be admitted into® 

that reuerend function. He that wil p2ofit in teaching muſt 

labo2 with both hands, oꝛ ets as faſt as the one doth gather, 

the other doth ſcatter:as the one doth build vp, the other 144... c.; 
doth pull down: he muſt haue both Vrim # Thumim, know- A. 10. 
ledge x vertue,perſwaſion in woꝛds, & example in deeds, to 
thunder in doctrine, & ſhine in life xa manners. True chꝛiſtiã 
religion tonſiſteth not onely in bare pꝛeaching, and dumbe 
hearing, but rather in deuout pꝛaping, vertuous lining, xt 
charitable woꝛking. It is naturally grafted in man to ſpcak 
holilp, pꝛavſe god ſapings, æ deſire rather to know much, 
than liue well. M nowledge (no doubt) is a godly gift, and a 
great bleſſing of God: pet knowledge without vertue, oꝛ 
learning without god liuing, are nothing els but as trees 
without fruit. At the laſt day we ſhall not be demanded how ,, . 
much we haue known, but how well we haue liued. What 
auayleth it a man to be able to define what faith a repentace 
is, not feeling Gods holy ſpirit woꝛking faith, and repen- 
tance in his hart: oꝛ to tell a faire ſmoth tale in woꝛds, and 
pet ſtammer in his deeds: oz to _> al the ſcriptures + wit- 

. | ty 


* 
— 


2 Fo 


&. 


77 


- ES 2 TR 
fellow labourers, neither to miniſter any matter amongſt y iner. 


e — 


$44 


rom. 


as 4 


52 APATTERNE FOR PASTORS. 


ty ſayings of Philoſophers at pour fingers ends: # yet wat 
grace to hue accozdingly? oꝛ how is he able to gouerne o⸗ 
thers, that hath no power to gouern hiunſelfe: Unto the vn- 
godly, ſaid God, UAhy dolt thou pzeach mv lawes, oꝛ takeſt 
my Teſtæantt in thy mouth, wheras thou hateſt to be refoꝛ⸗ 
med:he that imploveth his toung vnto vertue, © his devs 
vnto vice, is lille him that carrieth treacle in one hand to 
reſiſt death, and popſon in the other to take awap life. A 
wicked liner, though his tongue be neuer ſo plauſible, vet 
the inkamy of his life decaieth all his doctrine + other giktes 
whatſoeuer: foꝛ if one pꝛavſe that he ſaith, a number will 
blame that he doth. A teacher without vertue, is compared 
to a painted fire without heat, oꝛ a faire viſoꝛ put on a de⸗ 
foꝛmed face, oz the ſhip wꝛights that made Noahs Arke to 
ſaue others, vet periſhed in the floud themſelues:oꝛ an idiot 
ſtanding by the ſca ſide, x ſeeing ſtrangers paſſe by, in dan⸗ 
ger of the tide, cryeth vnto them, awap, awap, the tive com 
meth:who loking backe, x ſeeing the fole ſtand ſtill, begin 
to ſay one to another, ſurelp, this fellow doth but ieſt, foꝛ if 
it were ſo dangerous, as he ſaith, he would certainly make 
moꝛe haſt away himſelfe. S. Ierom ſaith, Maius eſt volunta- 
tem Domini facere, quam noſſe. A vertuous liuer, though he 
ſay little, pet is he a god Pꝛeacher, a good piller of Gods 
Church, and a right Lay maus bake, whole honeſt life is a 
ſcale toconfirme his dodkrine.. - 

Gods building is compared to a ſtone wall, the Pagi⸗ 
ſtrates æ miuiſters, vnto ſquared ſtones, framed on ech ſide, 


_ the people vnto litte ones, filling vp in the midſt : 4 if any 


of the ſquared ſfones chance to ſlip downe, a number of the 
little ones will follow: euen ſo, if the magiſtrate oꝛ teacher 
chance to fall, the people will after by heapes: yea, if the 
one do but limpe, the other will halt right down; and there⸗ 
foꝛe thep eſpecially muſt haue their rough knobs of vices 
hewn away, ⁊ be cloſely ioyned together w the moꝛter of v- 

nity and concoꝛd, not onelp1 in reſpec of themſelues,but alſs 
ofthe common people, whoſe affections euen by nature, do 
giue moꝛe credit to their eves then their eares, and moze 
aptly led by example then by perl waſion: and therfoꝛe moꝛe 
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auapleth deeds. without wo2ds,then woꝛds without deeds. 
That good Emperour Alexander Seuerus, hauing ſent fo 
Origen to inſtru him in Chꝛiſts religion, would often ſay, 
that the concoꝛd, humilitp, patience æ charity which he ſaw 
amongſt the Chꝛiſtians, did moze moue and ſtir him vp, to 
belieue that Chꝛiſt was the ſon of God, then all Origens ve⸗ 
hement and learned perlwaſtons. | 
To conclude, a god Pꝛeacher hauing a good liuing, muſt 


be a good houſekeeper, Peter was thꝛee times commanded ſohn 27 


to feed his flocke, that is to ſap, by the iudgement of S. Bar- 


nard, with ſound doctrine, honeſt life, and good hoſpitali- 32-244. 


ty. When Iohn Baptiſt ſent his Diſciples vnto Chꝛiſt, to 

aſke if it were he that ſhould come, oz that they ſhould look Mac. cc. 
fo2 another:he bad them goe again and tell Iobn, not onely 

what doctrine they had heard, but alſo what woꝛks theyhad 1120 700 
ſeen, who did both feed the ſoules of his ſheep with heauen⸗ Mar 6, 37. 
ly doctrine, and example of vertuous liuing, t their bodies Luke 3, r, 
with mater iall food of barly loaues and fiſhes, which did Rom. 12,13. 
moꝛe win the peoples hearts, then all his wonderful mi⸗ e. 49 
racles æ diuine Sermons which they ſaw and heard. Ani Tobias 4. 
ber in theſe dayes do bear a great name of ſingular P2ea- Iohn 6, 26. 
chers, with fine eloquent toungs: but we find not thoſe god 

old Parſons that were wont to pꝛeach in the plurall num⸗ 

ber, by example of good vertuous lining and charitable 
hoſpitality. The people do heare much, but the pooꝛe can⸗ 


 notfind their old reliefe: ſaping Pꝛeachers are god, but 


doing Pꝛeachers are better: happv is that Pariſh, where 
both hitteth in one man. But w?**?ocuer will marke it, 
ſhall find, that a meane learned?” Klon of an honeſt canuer⸗ icke bur the 
ſation, keeping a good houſe in his Pariſh, ſhall perſwade coverons, that 
and p2ofit moze incoming to one dinner, then the beſt doc⸗ are more lie 
toꝛ of Diuinity which keepeth no houſe,ſhall do by pꝛeach⸗ rall of their 
ing a dozen ſolemn ſermons. And that gentleman, wholkee⸗ ne „nals 
peth a good houſe in the countrp, ſhall bee in better credite or their toungs 
with the people foꝛ his liberality, then the beſt Oꝛatoꝛ oꝛ chen their 
Lawyer in England fs2 all his eloquence. Me ſee by daily purſes. 
experience, that the Commons are not ſo loming, truſty, 
noz obedient to their ſuperioꝛs, as they haue been in times 
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paſt:the chiefe cauſe whereof (no doubt) is this, whereas 


heretofoꝛe they haue found god cheare to ſatiſfie their hun- 


ger, tyey find nothing now but faire houſes,# faire words, 
without eicher care of their tauſe, oꝛ filling of their maws. 
It is à true P2ouerbe,Where the gate of the magiſtrate is 
(hut againſt the ſubiect, there the heart of the ſubiect is ſhut 
ag ainſt the magiſtrate. 

Touching the ponger ſoꝛt of Miniſters, it is adagerous 
thing foꝛ them to be ripe to ſon, ⁊ pꝛeſume to venture vpon 
waighty cauſes:ſuch ſelfe willed, and ſelfe learned, become 
hurtfull mebers in the Church. TAhere wiſe men can keepe 
moderation # 92der,ſuch raſh foles, though ignoꝛance fall 
often into erroꝛs. It is an old Pꝛouerbe, the moze fole, the 
moꝛe impudent: ignoꝛance hath alwaies the boldeſt face: 
empty veſſels make loudeſt ſoũd, e ſuch as haue leaſt to ſay 
are comonly moſt bold to ſpeake: none ſo foꝛward as blind 
bapard. Unſkilful Hipercian bluſhed not to trouble Mercu- 
ry with his ruſtical dances, befoꝛe whom cunning Orpheus 
was aſhamed to tune his harpe: ſuch arrogancy (no doubt) 
hath bin a great hindꝛance vnto learning. Manp might haue 
come to wiſvom, ik they had not thought themſfues there 
already. There is a certain foꝛeſight, vnto the which vnripe 


pears can neuer tome, till age bꝛing diſcretion. Our iudge⸗ 


ments are but weak, our appetites variable, our ſenſes de⸗ 
ceiuable, our deſires vnp2ofitable:the dapes of our life are 
ſhoꝛt and euill, 4 the knowledge we learne in long time vn⸗ 
perfect. ⁊ fuil of erroꝛs:ſoꝛ as it is pꝛoper to God only, not 
to erre, ſo it is naturalſſn· iuen vnto man, ſeldome to hit the 

truth. And therfoꝛe yong vt n cannot be deep of iudgement, 
becauſe wildom is gotten by experience, and experience in 
long time. Truth is called the daughter of time, 4 time the 


mother of truth:he is wiſe that can perceive his own igno⸗ 


Thereis more xgnce.S.Barnardalloweth better ot him that humblp con⸗ 


hope in alooic 
thenin him 
that is wile in 
his on con- 
ceit. 


P;ou,26, 


feſleth his ignoꝛ ance, thã of him who pꝛoudly pꝛeſumeth of 
his knowledge. It is moꝛe tolerableſſavth D. Some) to o⸗ 
pen the Church doꝛe to a ſimple Miniſter, than the pulpit to 
à pꝛeſumptuous pꝛeather:the ignoꝛant are euill, the negli⸗ 
art woꝛſe, but the impudent and hairebꝛaind wo:ſt of all. S. 
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Paul would take vpõ him to know nothing, but Chzilt cru⸗ . Cor 2. 
cifted,# his own infirmities. S. Iames would haue mf quick mes. 


t ready to heare, but ſlow # circumſpett to ſpeake. S. Peter 
exhoꝛteth pong men to deck themſelues with humillity and 
lowlines of mind, à to ſ ubmit themlelues to their elders:ſo 
ſaith Ieſus Syrach, go not from the do ctrine of thy elders: 4 
in another plate, deſpiſe not the Sermons of ſuch elders as 


haue vnderſtanding (ſaith he) but acquaint thy ſelfe w their Kals. 


wiſe ſ entences,fo2 of them thou ſhalt learn wiſdome: the 
Pꝛophet Eſay in his time thought it a thing intolerable, foꝛ 
pꝛickeared boyes to pꝛeſume againſt their elders, oꝛ perios 
ol low degree againſt the honoꝛable. N liſe Socrates confeſ- 


ſed, that all the time he had been ſtudent in Athens, he had 


learned onely this leſſon, to know v he knew nothing: who 
noting the heat and raſhnes of youth,affirmed it thegreateſt 
vertue in a poung man to acknowledge his o wn weaknes, 
t to attempt nothing to much: Pithagoras iniopned his 
ſcholers to 5. pers ſilence, befoꝛe they ſhould take vpon the 
to teach others: Plato maketh Sara the image of diuinitp, 4 
Agar the figure of humane ſcit̃ces, as neteſſarv handmaids: 
wiſhing young men to dwell very long with Agar, befoze 
they venture vpon Sara, who will not be fruitfull till riper 
pers : a god tree is not known by the leaues © bloſlomes in 
ſpꝛing tune, but the fruits being through ripe in harueſt: 


Choiſt hunſelf remained zo. pers in vertuous lining, be- Tul; 


foꝛe he began to publiſh his doctrine to the woꝛld: ſo he that 
will be a fruitkull teacher, muſt firſt win the name of a god 


vertuous liuer. As derp waters ſ&mnot to run becauſe of 


their ſtilnes: ſo when art ⁊ learning is planted in a god ver⸗ 
tuous nature, he troudeth not in to vtter his ſtuffe, till age 
bꝛing experiente:æ ſuch in time become ancient graue Fa- 
thers of pꝛofound iudgement, who hauing ſkill to diſcerne, 
cunning to inſtruct, æ diſcretion to gouern, are men only fit 
t meet foꝛ ſuch a reuerend function « chargeable office, as a 
publike Pꝛeacher is. It were much better foꝛ the pounger 
ſo2t of Biniſters to foꝛbeare Pulpit, æ giue themſelues to 
diſtinct reading of the holy Scriptures # godly Yomilies,x 


. bſe catechizing, which is avery p2ofitable kind of teaching, 


i 3 till 


23. 


Chitreus. 


1. Tim. 4, tz. 


| 1. Thel. 5. 2 7. 
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Tertullian. 


Ioh. 20. 
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till age bꝛing viſcretion, and learne to pꝛate leſle, and liue 


better. But they are ſo greatly delighted in hearing them⸗ 
ſelues ſpeake, that they diſdain publike reading of the holy 
ſcriptures,# condemn it as a thing intolerable, as though it 
belongs not to the pꝛeaching of y Goſpel, which is nothing 
elſe but to teach & inſtruct the childꝛen in faith æ god man- 
ners: whether it be done by writing, reading oꝛ ſpeaking 
without bok, ſo they be taught, the ſpirit of God doth woꝛk 
effectually, as well by the one as p other, though not in like 
meaſur;Whe S. Paul did wꝛite to the Romans, no doubt he 
pꝛeached vnto thẽ: when Eſdras read Moſes law vnto the 
people, no doubt he pꝛeached vnto them: when Barucke read 
Icremics ſermons vnto the Iſraelites, no doubt he pꝛeached 
vnto them: when Ioſua read the whole law befoze the con- 
gregation,no doubt he pꝛeached vnto them. Moſes had in e⸗ 
uery city thoſe that pꝛeached him (ſaith the Euangeliſt) ſce⸗ 


ing he was read in the Sinagogue euery Sabboth day: the 


Apoftle S. Paul exhoꝛted Timothy to giue attendance, as 
well to reading as exhoꝛtation and doctrine, charged the 
Thellalonians that his Epiſtle ſhould be read vnto all the 


bxꝛethꝛen the Saints, ⁊ taught the Epheſtans, that by rea⸗ 


ding ofhis Epiſtle, they might know his vnderſtanding in 
vd miniſterp of Chꝛiſt. Tertullian calleth the reading of the 
Scriptures, the feeding of our faith: the Cuangelift ſaith , 
they were wtten foꝛ our learning,y we might belieue and 
liue, and are ſo plaine and eaſie (ſaith the Pſalmnft) þ they 
giue light and vnderſtanding even to the ſimple: wherein 
our ſauioꝛ Chꝛiſt hath plainly reuealed vnto vs his fathers 


will, e made his name manifeſt onto men: happp is hee that 


readeth ( ſaith he) thoſe that heare x keep the pꝛopheſie of 
this boke;x if the holy ſcriptures ſeem dark oꝛ hidden to a⸗ 
ny ( ſaith the Apoſtle) it is only to thoſe 5ᷣ are loſt, whom the 
God of this woꝛld hath blinden: © A think verilp Þ a mans 
conſcience is moꝛe moued, better edified, 4 ſoundlier ſatiſ- 
fied by the onely wo2ds of the tert diſtinctly read, then by 


long tedious diſcourſes of mens inuentions, & moꝛe p2oft- 


ted by reading of one godly honulp, wherein the trueth is 
plainly opened and pꝛoued, x falſe doctrine confuted, — 
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well penned in god method 4 o2der to helpe the memoꝛp⸗ 
then by a dozen of ſuch verball, vnlearned and contentious 
ſermons, as dayly pꝛoceed from our poung fantaſticall vp⸗ 
ſtarts, which by wꝛeſting, adding and diminiſhing at their 
pleaſure, do rather ingender malice æ ſedition in the hearts 
of the hearers, then woꝛke any god effect. The woꝛd doth 
not edific the leſſe, becauſe the eve of the ſpeaker is turned 
downe to the boke, but rather the booke is a meane to keep 
his tongue within compaſſe of truth: 4 ſure it were much 
better foz the people to be but meanly fed w gwd wholeſom 
dyet, then puft vp fat with meat infected wpoyſon : courſe 
houſhold bꝛead is moꝛe healthfull then fine manchet mixt 
W grauell:as of ſound & godly knowledge with meekneſſe, 
charity, true deuotion, J wiſh they had moꝛe then they 
haue, ſo were it better, that of ſuch knowledge as makes 
theſe hote talkers and contenders to ſwell ſo big, a ſeem ſo 
wiſe in their owne conceits, they had leſſe then they haue: 
they ſtarue not foꝛ too little, but rather ſurfet W too much. 

Touching our women pꝛeachers, J bluſh in their behalf, 
in calling to mind the vnſhamelaſt boldnes of 5 ſer in this 
our crooked age: women are taught in the holy Scriptures 
not to imitate their grãdmother Eue, in vſurping the office Gen. z. 
of teaching, neither d eriple of their fiſter Miriam in grud⸗ Numb. 12. 
ging againſt Moſes, neither ſuch pꝛoud Iezabels, as boldly Apoc. 2. a0. 
dare vſurp the name of a pꝛophetiſſe, to deceiue d ſeruants 
of God, neither ſuch idle tatlers e buſie bodies, as wander Im. 5. 13. 
about fro mhouſe to hauſe, ſpeaking things which are not 
tamelp, whole cares itching foꝛ nouelties, do get thẽ a heap In. 4. 
of teachers, after their own luſts, euer learning, x neuer a; __ 
ble to come to pᷣ̊ truth, hauing a ſimilitude of godlines, but LY . 
haue denied the power therof,neither to pomp themelues 
in goꝛgeous attire, like pꝛoud lecherous Venus, oꝛ Helen of 1 Tim, r, 9 
Troy, who were mozehonozed foꝛ their beauty, then their Cor. 143. 
honeſty: but in p fear of Gad to learn in ſilence with al ſub⸗ n oi 
mtſſion,e if thep doubt of any thing, to aſk their huſbands at Gen. 18. 
home, to decke theſclues with y modeft ſobzicty of Anna, z,Cor.;. 
the humble obedience of Sara, the ſhamefaſt chaſtity of Su- 1. Pet. 3. 
fanna:not boldnes in women, but bluſhing is yp right colour ee, "OY 
af vertue. Final * © 
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Phil. z. 16, 


err ede re brethzen c 58e ge 5p ura ji 

Wiz; e a Dane pc arr rye hgee — 
8 thai leh? now you tobvimydiſciples(lalthour to 
oth together as bꝛethꝛen. It is wzitten how 
the mother ol Seneca, ſceing two ol her ſonnes 
_ baggers 8 their hads, the one ready to ſlay the other 
eau ght the both in her arms, and ſhewed them her dzeaſtst 
My deare childꝛen (quoth the) what doe * — my 
breafts that nurſt vou both, you are bzethzen. Euen . 
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